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Hor The Sailors’ Magazine. 


“THY WAY, O LORD, IS IN THE SEA.” 


*¢Thy way, O Lord, is in the sea!” 
The rising tides that shoreward roll; 
The ebbing tides that backward flee; 
How like the passions of man’s 
soul, 
Both drawn by Thee; yet who can tell 
The secret of Life’s potent spell? 


“Thy way, O Lord, is in the sea! ” 
The Gulf Stream with its tepid flow, 
That like Love’s coming makes men flee 
From hate and pride, heart’s Arctic 
snow, 
Both flow from Thee; yet who can tell 
The secret of Love’s potent spell? 


“Thy way, O Lord, is in the sea!” 
The conflict fierce of wind and wave, 

Like Nations’ struggling hard to be 
God’s pioneers mankind to save; 

Both stirred by Thee; yet who can tell 


The secret of Faith’s potent spell? 


Joun E, Hugpsut, 


THE STEERSMAN. 


The fore shrouds bar the moonlit sand, 
The port rail laps the sea; 
Aloft all taut, where the wind clouds 
skim, 
Alow to the cutwater snug and trim, 
And the man at the wheel sings low, 
sings he: 


«¢ Oh, sea room and lee room 
And a gale to run afore; 

From the Golden Gate to Sunda Strait, 
But my heart lies snug ashore.” 


Her hull rolls high, her nose dips low, 
The rollers flash alee— 
Wallow and dip, and the untossed screw, 
Sends heart-throbs quivering through 
and through— 
And the man at the wheel sings low, 
sings he: 


‘“Oh, sea room and lee room 
And a gale to run afore; 

Sou’east by south and a bone in her mouth, 
But my heart lies snug ashore.” 
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The helmsman’s arms are brown and hard, ‘‘ Ob, sea room and lee room 


And pricked in his forearm be And a gale to run afore; 
A ship, an anchor, a love-knot true, The ship to her chart, but Jack to his 
A heart of red and an arrow of blue, heart— 

And the man at the wheel sings low, And my heart lies snug ashore.” 

sings he: —The Bookman. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS, 


Te editor calls attention to the article of Mr. J. AuGustus JoHN- 
SON in this number and its startling assertions in regard to the fleec- 
ing of seamen by crimps. He is reminded of the famous saying 
‘“Nothing lies like facts, except figures.” But if these figures are 
not faets, let it be shown by competent authority. It is the aim of 
this Magazine to be right ; to do good on the basis of truth and fact ; 
and if, in espousing the cause of seamen, injustice is done to any other 
class of men, due reparation will be made. 


SPECIAL attention is called also to the article entitled ‘‘ Starving 
the Crimps,” by Commander Dawson of the Royal Navy, England, 
who is also the secretary of the Missions to Seamen Society. Com- 
mander Dawson has favored this Magazine with four articles on the 
general subject of crimping, which will appear in successive numbers. 
They throw great light on the dark ways of crimps, and disclose the 
British methods of dealing with them. These articles were solicited 
by this Magazine long before the Joint-Conference met, but they are 
peculiarly timely in view of its efforts and plans to benefit seamen. 
Commander Dawson is an expert witness before committees of Par- 
liament, and knows his subject well. 


Our last number contained a list of committees engaged in work 
under the Joint-Conference for the promotion of the interests of sea- 
men. One of these committees embraces the work committed to the 
Commissioners for Licensing Sailors’ Boardings. Mr. O. Earrton 
Script, the Commissioner named by the Chamber of Commerce, on 


March 4 submitted to it the following report, which was cordially 
received. 


A report from the Commissioner for Licensing Sailors’ Hotels or Boarding Houses, 
elected as the representative of your honorable body, seems entirely fitting at this 
time, inasmuch as the laws of the State of 1866 and 1877—under which he has being 
as Commissioner,—although most explicit in their provisions, have seemingly been | 
difficult, if not almost impossible to enforce, owing to no lack of energy or interest _ 
on the part of the Commissioners, but because until recently no offender under the — 


law could be brought to justice if he could command the influence of dishonest offi- 
cials or political hucksters. 
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With the air full of the cries of reform in this city and Brooklyn, your Commis- 
sioner deems it his duty, as a citizen as well as your representative, to do his utmost 
to have laws, as he finds them on the statute books, enforced, and to this end the 
Board of Commissioners was re-organized, with Commissioners named by the Marine 
Society of New York, the New York Board of Underwriters, the Society for Pro- 
moting the Gospel among Seamen in the Port of New York, the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
Frienp Society in New York, and this Chamber—with your Commissioner as the 
President of the Board—and they have duly filed their credentials and oaths of office 
with the Mayor, who has promised his hearty co-operation in the due enforcement of 
the law. The Commissioners have also received cordial assurances of support from 
the police authorities to the same end. A complete list of all Sailors’ Hotels or 
Boarding Houses in this city and Brooklyn has been made; each one has been thor- 
oughly inspected, the character of the proprietor fully investigated, the sanitary 
conditions of the houses carefully considered, and licenses granted, or held in abey- 
ance until the provisions of the law have been complied with. 

The illegal occupation of so-called runners, and the abuses to which seamen are 
subjected on arrival at and in shipping from this port have had and are haying the 
earnest attention of the Board of Commissioners, and with the promised hearty aid 
of city and federal officials they can now, at least, see a little daylight ahead. 

The state of affairs in connection with seamen in this port has been a disgrace to 
a city calling itself progressive and civilized, and very much needs to be done before 
we can even approach the good systems now prevalent in England through the active 
intervention of its Board of Trade, or on the continent of Europe, for the protection 
and care of seamen while in or shipping from this port. 

It is the good fortune of your representative to be the chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Church Missionary Society for Seamen in 
this port, of which Bishop Porrsr is its president, and the society’s varied work in 
its churches, reading rooms, sailors’ homes and clubs, with entertainments for sea- 
men, almost nightly, along the river fronts, teeming with liquor saloons, has enabled 
him for some years past to study Jack’s needs as well as his grievances, 

Delegates from the various societies mostly interested in seamen have recently met 
several times in joint conference, and the outcome has been the formation of com- 
mittees on federal and state legislation, on municipal and harbor protection and the 
regulation of sailors’ boarding houses, on grievances and legal aid, on hospital and 
other relief, on School for Navigation and Free Labor Bureau for Shipment of Sea- 
men. The School for Navigation and the Free Shipping Bureau are projects which 
the Chamber of Commerce might well endorse with its full approval, a very influen- 
tial society having already expressed its willingness to put such a bureau and school 
in active operation if assured of the moral support of this Chamber. 

If some New York man of position and ability coud be apdointed as United 
States Shipping Commissioner, and would sacrifice his ease to the proper daily con- 
duct of the affairs of his office, many of the evils which now exist regarding the wel- 
fare and shipping of seamen might be greatly alleviated, if not cured. A salaried 
office for this Commissioner and his two deputies might be better than the present 
fee system—but such change might be left until next winter’s session of Congress, 
when new legislation as regards seamen and shipping will undoubtedly bs considered. 

The task which you have given your Commissioner to perform is not an easy one, 
and requires much of his time and patience, but he trusts that he may be able to 
discharge the duties of his office with all the conscientious zeal that his membership 
of this time-honored Chamber imposes upon him, 
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Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, having become the patron of the 
Deep Sea Mission, its title is changed to ‘‘ The Royal National Mission 
to Deep Sea Fishermen.” This mission owns three hospital ships, 
two shore hospitals and two steam launches in Labrador, besides eight — 
other mission ships, used for gospel and temperance meetings, dispen- — 
saries and reading rooms. Our readers are familiar with the work | 
done on the North Sea and on the Labrador coast among the many — 
thousands of “‘ the toilers of the deep.” 

Dr. WILFRED GRENFELL, who has represented this mission on the © 
Labrador coast, has been telling the fascinating story of his work in 
Andover, Brookline, Cambridge, Roxbury, Brighton, Gloucester, 


From Tar Concrecationatist by permission 


DR. WILFRED GRENFELL, 


Boston and Mt. Holyoke. His stay in New York was so short and so | 
little heralded that he was heard at the Judson Memorial Church 
only. This is to be regretted, as the lecture he gave, aided by stere- 
opticon pictures, would have delighted the Geographical Society as 
well as every philanthropist and Christian, for it had a scientific value 
beyond its humane and religious interest. In the few remarks which | 
the Secretary of this Society added to those of Dr. Jupson he took | 
pleasure in calling public attention to Dr. H. M. Boorn’s article in | 
the Sartors’ MAGAZINE for March, 1893, in which Dr. Boors# tried | 
to induce Americans to do for American fishermen what the British 
were doing for British seamen in the North Sea, namely, to send the — 
hospital ship in charge of Christian surgeons to the Grand Banks, | 
and to repeat there the pentecostal blessings that fell on the North 
Sea mission. Dr, GRENFELL hopes to send across the Atlantic one of | 
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his society’s hospital fleet, and to show its value among our own fish- 
ermen. The conditions of the fishing fleets on this side are not the 
same as those on the other side, but no doubt there is opportunity 
for doing good to fishermen afloat in American waters which ought 
to be embraced, though it be not so large as it is in British waters. 
In former years the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society aided the 
Mission to Seamen on the coast of Labrador. 

It was a pleasure to meet Dr. GRENFELL; to hear his graphic story; 
to note his earnest, happy spirit and to catch enthusiasm from it. 


OUR readers are requested to send their magazines to this office for 
use on ships and in reading rooms, such as Huarper’s, Scribner’s, the 
Century, McClure’s, &c., &e. 


A LITTLE girl, four years old, looking out upon the sea, offered this 
prayer: ‘‘ Lord, bless the sailors;” she stopped and reflected and 
then added ‘ that they may know how to make their ships go.” Her 
father adds ‘‘ We pray for the sailors, for their ships, and that the 
men may know how to make themselves go—a thing hard enough for 
any of us.” If all who find it a difficult thing to make themselves go 
in the right paths would remember that it is tenfold more difficult for 
seamen, prayer and effort would be multiplied in their behalf. 


On Dr. CuyLer’s head the white frosts of winter are evident, but 
in his heart glows perpetual summer. On sending his annual contri- 
bution to this Society he writes.the cheering word: ‘“‘ Your Magazine 
still carries plenty of canvas and heads the squadron of all publica- 
tions for the sailor.” He adds ‘‘ Jesus Christ and Paul were both 
mariners, and if they were on earth again would rebuke the churches 
for giving so little money and thought to the men of the sea.” May 
we commend this latter utterance of the old man eloquent to the reli- 
gious press for judicious comment ? 


LoaN Liprarizs, The master of the ship Paul Revere writes of 
No. 9,063 : 

The seamen have appreciated and I think have derived great benefit from the 
libraries which have been put on board by your Society, and I think it is a good 
work, 

The captain of the schooner J. A. Stetson writes of No. 9,071: 

This library was put on board in August, 1896, has been read by all the crew, 
and all appreciate the books. 
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The master of the schooner Lizzie B. Willey writes of No. 9,182: 


I have had two of your libraries on board, which I have read with much interest | 


and pleasure, and also some of the crew. Thanking you for the same. 


The master of the schooner R. L. Denis writes of No. 9,230: 


I have had one of your loan libraries for the last two years, have been well pleased 
with it, and am very thankful at any time for any books. I feel an interest in such 


things, as well as all other institutions for the promotion of the gospel. I shall — 


always feel that there is gcod work done, though in a silent way, and hope all the 
laborers in that part of the vineyard may in the end get their reward. 
The master of the schooner Penobscot writes of No. 9,425: 


For many years we have had one of your libraries aboard of this vessel and we all 
think it is one of the best things there is aboard for reading. Thanking you very 
much for the use of it and hoping you will always keep them aboard. 


The master of the bark Cuba writes of No. 9,850: 


About eighteen months ago I took command of this vessel and this is my first visit 
to this city. J return to you with my thanks the library which, I regret, is in bad 
condition and many books short, but is as I found it. I thank you for the exchange 
for another, which I promise better care of, and hope for good results. 


The master of the barkentine Rk. A. C. Smith writes of No. 10,073: 


I feel it my duty in returning the library to thank you for the use of so many 
books. Your library has been on board more than a year and the books have been 
read by cflicers and crew, some of them several times, and they have been the means 
of passing away pleasantly and profitably many an otherwise lonesome hour. 


The master of the bark Kate F. Troop writes of No. 10,160: 


For many years I have had one of your libraries aboard my vessels and have been 
well pleased with them and am very thankful for the same, and hope you will be 
rewarded for your efforts and not get discouraged in such a good work, even though 
you do find unthankful sailors. Wishing you every blessing. 


The master of the schooner Aldine writes of No. 10,172: 


The undersigned and crew have read with great interest the library, and thank 
the Scciety for theix great kindness, 


The master of the ship Reuce writes of No. 10,256: 


The library has been on a voyage to San Francisco and return, and has been read 
by all forward and aft and given much satisfaction. Many thanks, 


The master of the ship Howard D. Troop writes of No. 10,272 :°% 
Your library has been on a voyage from Philadelphia to Japan and back to this 


port. It was read by most all on board very faithfully on the passage outward and _ 


I hope with much interest and prcfit. Being mostly foreigners I do not think they 
are as fond of reading instructive books as English or American sailors are. I 
should like to exchange and have another library if convenient to your good Society. 


The master of the ship Abner Coburn writes of No. 10,280: 


The kooks have been loaned to tke crew, who have taken much interest in them. 
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The writer of the following letter is correct in principle ; sailors 
would be more grateful for these libraries, make a better use of them, 
and perhaps be more careful of them, if they each made a small con- 
tribution to the Loan Library work at the end of each voyage. To 
do this, however, would imply the agency of a trusted officer or sea- 
man at the moment a crew was paid off. Let captains and sailors 
who read this letter write to this office what they think of its sugges- 


tion. 


LakeEwoop, N. J. 
W. C. Stirt, Secretary. 


Dear Str :—Some years ago I sent to the Sartors’ Macazine an article intended 
for seafaring men, to draw their attention to the loan library acknowledgments. 
‘These thanks continue to come in; but how few think that they have anything to do 
with the support of this Magazine or these libraries. Take the last number, and you 
find thirteen thankful officers of vessels, stating how useful the books were, but only 
two contributors. Sailors are noted for liberality, or rather for reckless extravagance. 
I write this to remind them that they should help pay for what they get. People 
prize what they pay for! W. R. Hopgins. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
“STARVING THE CRIMPS.” 


BY A COMMANDER R. N. 


Crimping, or robbing sailors, is 
a skilful adaptation of suitable 
means, not contrary to law, to the 
necessities or vices of long-voyage 
crews when in port. The men 
and women commonly dubbed 
“‘crimps” do not call themselves 
by that vile name; some of them 
are well-to-do-persons. They are 
usually clothiers, boarding-house 
keepers or boarding masters, ship- 
ping masters, or publicans, &c., 
working through the agencies of 
runners, carters, degraded women, 
&e. In some ports, at home or 
abroad, these crimps were and in 
others they still are on good terms 
with some shipping officials, ship- 
owners, ship-brokers and captains, 
and, alas, with consuls and subord- 
inate government officials. ‘They 
have also votes for Parliament. 

‘“‘The love of money is a root 
of all evil.” As you cannot take 
the breeks off a Highlander, or 


skin a flint, so the crimp cannot 
rob a sailor who has no money and 
no expectations. A ready way to 
starve crimps out of their occupa- 
tion is to make such pay arrange- 
ments that they shall not be a ne- 
cessity to sailors. 

Before the Crimean war crimp- 
ing was a lucrative and flourishing 
business at the three men-of-war 
ports in England, Portsmouth, 
Devonport, and Sheerness, the 
sailor quarters of which towns 
were sinks of iniquity, a disgrace 
to civilization and to Christianity. 
They are not sonow. ‘The system 
of engaging and paying British 
men-of-war’s men has since then 
been revolutionized and the crimps 
have consequently been starved 
out of those ports. 

So in the majority of the smaller 
mercantile ports of Great Britain, 
resorted to mainly by what are 
called home traders, 1.¢., short- 
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voyage ships, the rascalities and 
abominations which degrade and 
debase men and women under the 
generic term crimping are un- 
known. The same may be said 
of the yachting ports in Great 
Britain ; so that crimps are practi- 
cally unknown at Dover, Great 
Yarmouth, Poole, Cowes, Carnar- 
von, We. 

Moreover, in the large ports of 
the United Kingdom crimps do 
not waste their energies on the 
short-voyage crews, or on the fish- 
ermen, bargemen, Trinity House 
seamen, or men—of—war’s men. 
They search the Shipping Gazette 
each morning for the arrivals of 
foreign- going crews alone ; and of 
these they naturally give closest 
attention to those merchant ships 
which have been on the longer 
voyages and have the most wages 
unpaid, or which have the most 
godless and prayerless reputations. 
They pass by such ships as the 
Cunarders in Liverpool, and the 
Donald Currie vessels in London, 
and such like respectable crews. 

What is there in the pay ar- 
rangements and conditions of ser- 
‘vice in long-voyage ships which 
differ from those of the home 
traders, coasters, the yachts, the 
fishing vessels, barges, and ships- 
of-war? It cannot be merely the 
duration of the voyage, for no 
British merchant ship exceeds a 
three years’ voyage as do most 
British ships-of-war. There are 
no working men in the world more 
respectable in conduct and life, 
or more intelligent and well in- 
formed, than the British men-of- 
war’s men of to-day. The men 
composing the crews of most of 
the short-voyage vessels under the 
same flag, in which “ prayer is 
wont to be made,” are little if at 
all inferior in physique, in intelli- 
gence and in moral conduct. Even 
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in the long-voyage trade itself 
there are some excellent crews 
serving under devoutly religious 
officers, of whom their thoughtful 
employers may well be proud. 

But unquestionably it is in the 
long-voyage British merchant ships 
that we look for in prayerless ves- 
sels the least respectable and least 
religious seamen and firemen, the 
deserters, and the men who fail to 
join their ships at the outset. A 
recent Board of Trade return for 
the year 1895, which strangely 
jumbles together the ‘‘ desertions ” 
and ‘‘the failures to join” their 
ships before leaving the port of 
engagement,—two offences of very 
different moral turpitude,—shows 
that the proportion in the: home 
ports alone is as 19 to 1, as to 
these combined offences, between 
the foreign-going and the British 
traders. The figures show gross. 
mismanagement somewhere, re- 
flecting little credit on the man- 
agers of this section of the British 
mercantile marine. The gross to- 
tals of offences (not of men) of 
‘‘desertions” and ‘‘ failures to 
join ” at the outset, out of the es- 
timated 138,500 persons employed, 
exclusive of masters and of Las- 
cars, in 1895, are: 

British home traders in home 
ports, including some near Conti- 
nental ports, 1,218; foreign-going 
British traders in home ports, in- 
cluding some near Continental 
ports, 19,113; foreign-going Brit- 
ish traders in foreign ports, 13,417; 
total offences, 33,748. 

Of these offences, 15,232 were 
committed by men professedly of 
the seamen class, and the remain- 
der by firemen and men in other 
capacities. 

Probably the first two sets of 
figures in the above table refer 
mainly to the comparatively ven- 
ial offence of ‘ failure to join,” in 
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most cases not committed by real 
sailors; whilst it is presumed that 
the 13,417 offences of foreign-go- 
ing seamen and firemen, &c., in 
foreign ports were mainly ‘‘ deser- 
tions” from their ships, a much 
more culpable, when a wilful of- 
fence. Nearly one-half of these 
so-called ‘‘ desertions ” from Brit- 
ish ships occurred in the ports of 
the United States, New York 
crimps being responsible for 2,633, 
and those of San Francisco for 
923 desertions; no other ports in 
the civilized world being so disas- 
trous to British sailors and their 
families. 

Whatever be the explanation of 
these desertions and failures to 
join, they justify the contention 
that it is mainly amongst certain 
foreign-going merchant crews that 
the crimping classes find their 
earnings. It is in these long-voy- 
age ships that the paying-off sys- 
tem in its worst forms still obtains, 
except where the crews are Asiat- 
ics. It is in these ships alone 
that payment of wages is with- 
held from the crews for long peri- 
ods. It is in these vessels that 
the advance note is in vogue. It 
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is consequently their crews who 
are best worth robbing, both at 
the beginning and at the end of 
their voyages. 

In the short-voyage traders, ser- 
vice is almost continuous, and 
wages are paid frequently and 
therefore in small sums; as is also 
the case in ships-of-war, however 
long the voyage. The obvious 
remedy for the evils of crimping 
is to assimilate the engagements 
and payments of long- voyage crews 
as nearly as may be to those of 
the men serving in other sea 
traders. 

Meanwhile expedients have been 
resorted to which have greatly di- 
minished the crimping system in 
British ports; and The Missions 
to Seamen Society has faithfully 
combated the crimps with much 
success for many years by the no- 
ble efforts of its chaplains and 
Scripture readers in many seaports 
at home and abroad, which have 
been greatly blessed by God, in 
this as in other respects, to the 
temporal and eternal well being of 
sailors of all nationalities and 
many creeds. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


A SUGGESTED BASIS FOR A FREE SHIPPING BUREAU. 


BY J. AUGUSTUS JOHNSON. 


Since the advent of the reform 
administration each department 
of the city government has in turn 
benefitted by the light of publicity 
and the application of common 
sense, energy and patriotism in the 
management of municipal affairs. 
The harbor and port of New York 
must have its share in the house 
cleaning rendered necessary by the 
overlong occupancy of spoilsmen 
in office, and the sailor, like the 


laborer, the longshoreman and the 
mechanic, is entitled to his share 
in the benefits. Long standing 
abuses should now be corrected 
and relief should be given to this 
deserving class of men who serve 
the public at the greatest personal 
risk. 

Some measure of reform has al- 
ready come and several plans are 
now under consideration for fur- 
ther relief. The Board of Com- 
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missioners for licensing sailors’ 
hotels and boarding houses has 
been reorganized and revitalized, 
and an active campaign is now in 
progress with a view to establish 
the sailor boarding houses on the 
basis of a home with all needful 
safeguards which it is in the power 
of the State to throw around them. 
Licenses are given only to those 
whose record is good, and these 
will be revoked whenever any 
abusive acts can be traced to the 
boarding house keeper. Bad men 
will be forced to reform or quit 
the business, and good men will be 
protected from unlawful assaults 
from their business rivals, An ef- 
fective reform in the sailor board- 
ing houses will greatly ameliorate 
the sailor’s status and eliminate a 
score of abuses to which he has 
long been a victim. 

It is now time to take another 
step forward, and it cannot be 
taken too soon, to save the sailor 
from systematic robbery and to 
wipe out the disgrace resting upon 
the city authorities who have so 
long shut their eyes to what is 
plainly visible to others. The laws 
are ample for the punishment of 
crime against the sailor, but they 
are not enforced. The office of 
the U. S. Shipping Commissioner 
was created for his protection, but 
in the hands of mere politicians 
the sailor gets the minimum ben- 
efit. There has been and still is 
a strange miscarriage of legislative 
provision and simple justice for 
the sailor which must be remedied. 
For example: The federal laws 
impose a heavy penalty upon any 
one who takes the money of the 
sailor as compensation for procur- 
ing employment, and yet men con- 
tinue to grow rich upon the extor- 
tions squeezed out of the advances, 
and the sailors continue to pay in 
this port alone several hundred 
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thousand dollars annually for the 
mere privilege of obtaining em- 
ployment, a privilege which the 
State of New York, through its 
Labor Employment Bureau in 
14th Street, seeks to give freely to 
all laborers who may apply. 

Now what are the facts? The 
following figures are vouched for 
by men familiar with the subject 
and who are experts in maritime 
affairs. 

There are annually about 100, 
000 shipments of sailors in this 
city in the coasting trade alone— 
and they are unlawfuily compel- 
led by the shipping agents or 
“‘crimps” to pay them from one 
to two dollars per man for each 
shipment or say $150,000 

The deep sea shipments 
are about 35,000 per an- 
num, at a cost to each 
sailor, unlawfully extort- 
ed by the crimps, of $5 
to $15 per man according 
to the length of the voy- 

UZ0s BAYsi <i ais 350,000 

The shipments for yachts 
number about 5,000 at a 
cost of $5 to each man, 
or 25,000 
showing a total of - $525,000 

Let those who deem these fig- 
ures excessive cut them down one 
half and we still have an enormous 
total as the unlawful tribute which 
poor Jack pays to the robber 
barons of New York, for the privi- 
lege of earning his daily bread. 
It is to be hoped that the laws on 
the statute book may be better 
enforced under the pressure now 
made by the ‘‘ Joint-Conference ” 
of all the societies formed for the 
relief of sailors. But in any event, 
it is believed that the business of 
the crimp may be made unprofit- 
able by the establisment of a Pree 
Shipping Bureau for Sailors. If 
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the U.S. Shipping Commission- 
er’s office cannot afford the needed 
relief, the proposed bureau, sus- 
tained by the societies, and backed 
by the moral support of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, the pulpit and 
the press, will go far towards ac- 
complishing the desired reform. 
Estimates carefully made show 
that for less than $5,000 per an- 
num such a Free Shipping Bureau 
can be established and maintained 
on a self-supporting basis. If the 
bureau should receive from the 
ships—not from the sailor—only 
one dollar per man, its income 
would be adequate not only to cover 
its expenses but would yield a sur- 
plus for the support of a school 
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for navigation and of a Sailors’ 
Home, which would compare fa- 
vorably with the ‘Sailors’ Rest” 
or ‘‘ Institute” which is establish- 
ed in the large seaports of England. 
But in case all shipments in this 
port cannot be drawn away from 
the already outwitted crimps, at 
least enough could be influenced, 
through the membership of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the sev- 
eral benevolent societies, labor 
unions, churches and other asso- 
ciations to make it as successful 
as it is important and needful at 
this time. This great city owes 
it to itself and to humanity to put 
such a reform upon a substantial 
basis. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


THE 


SHA. 


BY A. L. S. 


(Suggested by reading a sermon by Rev. Dr. S. H. Virgin.) 


Dibdin was England’s popular 
songster of the sea, and for more 
than half of a century his songs 
were in the mouths of both Jack- 
tars and landsmen. Even the bar- 
maids sang them in the British 
tap-rooms, and in some of those 
penny-a-sheet ditties there was not 
only patriotism but pathos that 
touched the rudest natures, tales 
of disaster to conjugal or maiden 
love through the shipwreck of hus- 
bands, fathers and sweethearts. 
In some the burden of tragedy de- 
picted with homely tenderness in 
the penny ballads, so saleable in 
Wapping and sailor boarding hous- 
es. was of the bravery of H. B. M. 
officers and men in naval battles, 
and the death of one or more Jack- 
tars especially dear to good wife 
or forlorn and _ broken-hearted 
maiden, like Black-Eyed Susan 


for instance, or the girl who had 

followed her lover to sea in the 

disguise of a sailor, and deceived 

everybody as to her sex until it 

was exposed by her receiving a 

ball in her breast. Then the cap- 

tain 

“Very much applauded what she had 
done, 

And made her the first mate of the 
Thunder Gun.” 


That that brave and saline young 
woman suggested to Mr. Ballou 
the novelette bearing the some- 
what formidable title of ‘‘ The 
Female Pirate Captain,” (publish- 
ed by Gleason in Boston fifty years 
ago,) there can be little doubt. 
It took the intelligent American 
public like a shot between wind 
and water, and no fewer than two 
hundred thousand of the yellow- 
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covered pamphlet illuminated the 
homes and hearts (?) of the mass- 
es during that decade. 

But to return to the British 
ballad writer’s productions ; they 
were sung (some of them at least) 
by the great British tenor, Bra- 
ham, times not afew, and rendered 
him the idol of the sailors of his 
day and generation. But the sea- 
song writer I most appreciate lives 
now no more on earth, except in 
his literary fame, built mainly, I 
fancy, on his sea-chants, namely, 
*¢ Barry Cornwall” Proctor. Here 
for instance is one. It was set to 
a rollicking, rushing strain by the 
composer, Chevalier Newcomb : 


‘*The sea! the sea! the open sea! 

The blue, the fresh, the ever free! 

Without a mark, without a bound, 

It runneth the earth’s wide regions round; 

It plays with the clouds, it mocks the 
skies; 

Or like a cradled creature lies, 


“Pm on the sea! I’m on the sea! 

I am where I would ever be; 

With the blue above, and tke blue below, 

And silence whereso’er I go. 

If a storm should arise and awake the 
deep, 

What matter? J shall ride and sleep. 


**T love, oh how I love to ride 

On the fierce, foaming, bursting tide, 
When every mad wave drowns the moon, 
Or whistles aloft his tempest tune, 

And tells how goeth the world below, 
And why the sou’west blasts do blow. 


**T never was on the dull, tame shore, 
But I loved the great sea more and more, 
And backwards flew to her billowy breast 
Like a bird that seeketh it’s mother’s 
nest; 

And a mother she was and is to me, 
For I was born on the open sea! 

* * * * 
‘“*T’ve lived since then in calm and strife 
Full fifty summers a sailor’s life, 
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With wealth to spend and power to range, 

But never have sought nor sighed for 
change; 

And death, whenever he comes to me, 

Shall come on the wild unbounded sea!”’ 


Barry Cornwall, in the volume 
of ‘‘ English Songs,” first pub- 
lished in London, but issued again 
by Wm. D. Ticknor & Co. in Bos- 
ton in 1844, has several other sea- 
songs, but that is the only one I 
ever heard sung, and then it was 
by another great English tenor, 
Henry Russell, who sang many 
equally fine compositions in Amer- 
ica some forty years or more ago. 

Several of the most eminent 
lights in English literature were 
sons and daughters of sea captains. 
I think John O. and Epes Sar- 
gent were; I know Edwin Percy 
Whipple and James T. Fields 
were; also our Pilgrim pastor, 
Rev. Dr. 8. H. Virgin. 

Alluding to his saline heredity 
in the admirable address before 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
SoctETY on the occasion of its 
Sixty-sixth Anniversary, May 7, 
1894, he made use of these words: 


“‘T should be recreant to my own na- 
ture if I were not ready to speak with 
warm and generous heart for those who 
sail the seas; for the blood of seafaring 
men flows in my veins, and the manly 
form of him whose name I bear was 
snatched from sight and buried with the 
ship he commanded in the angry waves 
of the ocean. My childish ears were as- 
sailed with the story of the cruel storm, 
the dreadful wreck, the lonely home, the 
greedy, unsatisfied sea. I have always 
heard strange sounds in its restless moan- 
ing. The busy wharves of Boston, the 
ships that there discharged their prolific 
cargoes, the vessels that at evening drop- 
ped down the rivers towards the harbor 
and gave us the privilege of feeling that 
we were sailor boys for awhile, the hard- 
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fisted, big-hearted tars who were my boy- 
hood friends, the marine and naval hos- 
pitals which I constantly visited and 
where I did some of my first work for 
Christ, the old Vermont, receiving ship 
at Charlestown Navy Yard, familiar as 
my mother’s kitchen, the long sandy 
beach where I played, now swept by furi- 
ous waves that came with resistless might, 
now burned to blistering heat and cooled 
by the lazy waves that with listless mo- 
tion splashed their spray in the hot sum- 
mer sun,—all left upon me their deposit 
of interest in the affairs of the sea which 
has never been exhausted.” 


Dr. Virgin is still more familiar 
with the sea of English literature, 
and his felicitous command of its 
most resonant diction and telling 
axioms and images, is apparent in 
his word-pictures and illustrations 
of his inspiring topic, The Master- 
ship of the Sea. It was not my 
good fortune to hear that address, 
or sermon, from his own mouth, 
but when I read it, with a conch 
shell at my ear to help the effect, 
I seem to feel the motion of a ship 
under full sail ploughing through 
the yesty waves before a stiff breeze 
in the light of the rising sun, even 
the “Sun of Righteousness,” to 
whom (imitating the faith of the 
disciples, as related by the Mas- 
ter,) the preacher in all humility 
accords the mastership of the 
oceans and their billows. 

But here the preacher followed 
that dramatic thought with a re- 
mark with which I cannot agree. 
It was that Christ was a landsman, 
not familiar with great oceans, 
nor even the neighboring Mediter- 
ranean. 


‘* He knew by experience only the Sea 
of Galilee, that small inland body of 
water, guarded by fertile hills in the 
midst of a smiling landscape.” 


The above extract is not war- 
ranted by the first four verses of 
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the first chapter in the gospel ac- 
cording to St. John, which de- 
clares that ‘all things were made 
by Him,” i. e., by Jesus, the Son 
of God. It follows that He who 
made the earth, sea and sky, and 
all that in them is, was entirely 
cognizant, even while ‘ cribbed, 
cabined and confined” in mortal 
limitations, with every ocean, 
whether terrestrial or celestial. 

But how true and yet dramatic 
is the following passage : 


“* Apparently, however, the wind and 
the sea are universal masters and ac- 
knowledge no superior authority. They 
laugh at commands and smite with with- 
ering blow every agent that seeks to en- 
thrall them. Man is impotent in their 
presence. He exereises his dominion on 
the land and works his purposes of de- 
struction as he will, and looks abroad 
upon the ocean with similar intent but 
soon discovers that 

‘* His control 

Stops with the shore; upon the watery plain 
The wrecks are all thy deed, nor doth remain 
A shadow of man’s ravage, save his own, 
When, for a moment, like a drop of rain, 

He sinks into thy depths with bubbling groan, 
Without a grave, unknelled, uncoffined and 

unknown.”? 

It would gratify this reviewer to 
quote a dozen or more passages 
equally forceful and apposite to 
Dr. Virgin’s great theme, but time 
and lack of space forbid that en- 
joyment. Suffice it now to add 
that this grand treatment of a 
sublime subject deserves a more 
permanent place in the literature 
of the sea than any pamphlet can 
secure for it. 

———» to —_—_ 
BEHOLD the ocean on the beach, 

Kneel lowly down as if in prayer; 

Tis not a place for mirthfulness, 
But meditation deep, and prayer, 

And kneelings on the salted sod, 
Where man, must own his littleness 

And know the mightiness of God. © 
—Joaquin Miller. 
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DR. OC. J. JONES AND A SAILOR CONVERT. 


BY THOMAS MCGUIRE. 


In reading the November copy 
of the Sartors’ MAGAZINE one of 
the first things that drew my at- 
tention was an article written by 
the man that I am indebted to, 
through God, more than any other 
man on earth for my change of 
life, Rev. C. J. Jones, D.D. The 
first time I met my worthy friend 
was in New Orleans in 1841. I 
followed the sea for a number of 
years but never came across a 
Christian sailor until I met him. 
That year I made a voyage to Eu- 
rope and arrived in New Orleans 
in the last week of April, 1841, 
when I felt the heat more than I 
ever did at that time of the year. 
So I started along the levee to 
hunt up a vessel bound north, and 
found the ship Cumberland bound 
to Philadelphia, just where I wish- 
ed to go ; so I went on board of 
her and to my surprise found she 
had a full complement of men. I 
felt downhearted. There hap- 
pened, however, to be one seaman 
on board who was not much liked, 
and about one hour before the 
ship was to sail I was sent for to 
take his place. Iran for a tavern 
which was several squares away 
and purchased a gallon jug of 
liquor and hurried back to the 
ship, but when I arrived the bow 
lines were cast off and the strong 
current of the river was fast cut- 
ting our ship from the wharf; so 
I took the jug of rum in my arms 
and jumped for the ship. I saved 
my jug but went over on my nose 
and nearly broke it. I offered to 
treat all hands, as was the custom, 
but only one would assist me in 
drinking up the liquor. The last 
man I asked to drink was Mr. 


Jones, who said, ‘‘ My good fellow, 
I do not drink,” whereupon I 
threatened to give him a good 
drubbing if I found him touching 
my jug in my absence. He said 
there was no danger. 

One lovely moonlight night, as 
I was pacing the deck, keeping my 
lookout, all at once I felt some one 
strike me with an open hand on 
the back. I turned around, when 
my friend Jones asked me what I 
thought of Christ. I answered 
him rather roughly, saying that 
‘‘ He was well enough.” . 

In due time we arrived at Phil- 
adelphia, and as soon as we were 
ready to ship again Mr. Jones 
said, ‘‘ Tom, let us select a crew 
from among the old crew,” Mr. 
Jones going as cook. We started 
for Santa Cruz. Not being ac- 
customed to small crews I was 
completely lost, having no one to 
talk to or cut up with; all of the 
crew spent their spare time read- 
ing their Bibles. 

Well, we got back to New York 
and from thence to Philadelphia. 
I told the crew of psalm singers, 
as I had called them, that if I 
could find a vessel going to the 
lower regions I would ship in her 
so as to get clear of them. I 
shipped to go to Savannah when 
the yellow fever was raging. When 
my shipmates heard it they tried 
to persuade me not to go, but I 
could not be persuaded. It turned 
out that I was the only one left of 
all hands, having had to put into 
Norfolk, where every one died ex- 
cept me. 

_ I was fortunate enough to fall 
In again with my old religious 
shipmates, and all of us shipped 
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on board of the brig Delight for 
Buenos Ayres. The captain was 
a religious man and held meetings 
morning and night in the cabin. 
At one meeting we sang the hymn 
“‘ When Jesus hung upon a tree in 
agonies and blood.” I broke down 
and rushed up aloft, but could 
not get any further than the fore- 
top, when I dropped on my knees, 
and for the first time in my life I 
tried to pray in sincerity. Since 
that time I have travelled the great- 
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er part of the globe and found that 
no mode of living can be compared 
to a Christian life. I must say 
that under God Dr. Jones was the 
means of bringing me to Christ. 
Since then I have seen many sea- 
men give themselves to Him. [f 
close by saying that Iam glad that 
I was converted on the sea, and 
am satisfied that wherever God is 
called upon in sincerity that there 
He will be found. 


*TWIXT THE GOODWINS AND THE SIORE. 


BY REY. T. STANLEY TREANOR, M. A. 


The day in which the scene of 
the incident I am about to relate 
was laid began gloomily with a 
west south-west wind which came 
in puffs off the land, and freshened 
in every puff. 

We had to put one reef in our 
smallest sail, we got on our oilskin 
trousers, monkey jackets and sou’- 
westers, and we stood to wind- 
ward, helped towards the vessel 
we were making for by a ‘‘ weather 
tide,” which sucked us to the 
southward against the wind. 

I took the helm, the boatman 
next me looked after the halyard 
and sheet, both of which have to 
be neatly coiled in their proper 
places so that there shall be no 
hitch if they have to be let go in 
an instant. 

Neglect of this is dangerous and 
often costs lives. The boat now 
drove her stem and shoulder into 
the seas and sent a harmless show- 
er of spray over us all as with leaps 
and bounds we worked to wind- 
-ward. The ship we are bound to 
looms larger as we approach her, 
and towers over us. We take a 
good look at her to see that there is 
no brace or sheet projecting that 
eould catch our mast, and we then 
decide to sail at her. 


This we do at full speed, and a 
little off the wind, only luffing up 
at the last moment and steering 
the boat, not stem on into the ves- 
sel, but just along and almost 
touching her side. 

We three men lay hold of the 
sail, the bowman, after it is down 
gets his ‘‘ boarding hook,” with 
long line attached, into her rig- 
ging or chains, and in two minutes 
I am on deck. The ship is the 
Frith of Cromarty, from London 
to Glasgow with a cargo of cement. 

This seems prosaic, but nothing 
can make a ship and her crew any- 
thing but a living romance. The 
sky had cleared overhead—the rain 
had passed, and gaps of blue were 
gleaming out between the fleecy 
flying clouds, as I made my way 
aft along the slippery spacious 
decks. 

There was the usual motion, 
and I could see, as I balanced my- 
self, the rise and fall of the ves- 
sel’s poop against the sky, on 
which too was traced the network 
of the rigging. 

Standing out in strong relief 
against the azure were the masts 
and spars and yards which reeled 
to and fro with the vessel in solemn 
measured cadence. And the wind 
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could be heard in the forest of 
rigging overhead. I made my way 
to the break of the poop where the 
captain was standing, close to one 
of the ladders which lead to the 
quarter or poop deck. 

This quarter deck was about ten 
feet higher than the lower deck on 
which we stood, and it covered in 
the captain’s apartments and those 
of the mates. The central door in 
the break of the poop is as a rule 
the main entrance to the captain’s 
cabin, and to the general dining- 
room of the master and mates of 
the ship. On either side of the 
entrance passage are the berths of 
the first and second mates, small 
but comfortable. ‘To the right or 
left of the central door is another 
door leading to a cabin, where the 
apprentices are lodged. All the 
doors are protected by a combing a 
foot or eighteen inches in height, 
from a possible sea which may 
break blue solid water aboard on 
the principal deck and which, 
without this combing or barrier at 
the lower part of each doorway, 
would sweep unresisted into the 
cabin and sleeping apartments. 

I have often stumbled over these 
combings, and therefore remember 
them. Close to the central door 
of the break of the poop, and just 
between it and the ladder leading 
to the quarter-deck, the captain 
met me. 

Then I had to tell him my busi- 
ness, and to assure him that, sou’- 
wester notwithstanding, I was the 
Missions to Seamen chaplain. This 
was a work of time, and I let mat- 
ters develop themselves in the 
course of conversation. He did 
not think our having service in 
his cabin advisable, but he most 
kindly permitted me to go to the 
men in the forecastle. 

This I did, and found about 
twenty seamen—bronzed, seamed, 
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scarred, weather-beaten, some 
young, some farther on in their 
life journey, some foreigners, and 
still more Britishers, in the mot- 
ley group. They had seen the 
boat, and knew what I was, and 
being outward bound, after load- 
ing at Glasgow, they were very 
glad of books—more than glad; 
grateful is the word. 

Then I gave them hymn-books, 
one to every man, and I proposed 
to them a short service, told them 
I had a harmonium in the boat, 
which fact at once turned the 
scale, and they all said, ‘‘ We’re 
agreeable,” wisely not over-stating 
their satisfaction. 

Thus I obtained their consent, 
and with a burning of heart -with- 
in me, as I bethought me of their 
lot and coming perils, and ever- 
present temptations, I hailed the 
boat for the harmonium. Up the 
ship’s side, twenty feet above the 
water, we hauled it in two com- 
partments, and put it together in 
the wide, low-roofed ‘‘ fo’castle.” 

We had hymns, of course, and 
a regular service with prayers from 
the Prayer Book, and short, in- 
formal prayer, with reference to 
their special case, at close. As the 
address was given all sat round, 
and, need I say, it was of the 
simplest character, though touch- 
ing the profoundest verities. The 
subject was ‘‘The precious blood 
of Christ ” (1 Peter i: 19), and no 
heart of rock could hear those 
gracious words and behold the 
scene unmoved. 

In the middle of my address, 
suddenly we all felt the ship jerk- 
ing and straining at her chain 
cables, of which the vibration with 
each heave of the sea was consid- 
erable. There came with that the 
roar of wind in the rigging, upon 
which, as on the strings of a 
mighty harp, notes were struck, 
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and, heard by the inner ear, of 
height, and depth, and sweetness, 
such as no mortal hand could 
strike. 

And, at the cabin door, came 
the short, stern word of command. 
“<Turn out, men! Give her more 
chain! She’s dragging her an- 
chor!” And we felt the anchor’s 
jerks and leaps along the bottom, 
which was eight fathoms beneath 
where we lay. 

Up sprang the men, and tumbl- 
ed through the doors. One man 
held back for an instant, came 
close to me, put his hand to his 
mouth, and whispered, ‘‘ I’m on 
the Lord’s side, and I’m doing my 
best among my mates here!” 
Then out he rushed and did his 
part manfully. 
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In five minutes they were all 
back and my words were finished; 
and we sang our final hymn togeth- 
er, after which ten of the crew 
signed the temperance pledge, and 
then came words of kindly fare- 
well, and the sailor I have men- 
tioned told me it was a Bible given 
to him by a lady, Miss R , of 
Litchfield, which had arrested him 
and saved him from ruin and led 
him to the Lord. 

Then we passed our boxes and 
bags, and the harmonium over 
the side into our boat, stowed 
them away securely, and set sail 
for a Swedish brig that was bound 
to Rio which lay upon the sea, not 
a mile distant. 

(To be continued.) 


~_—___ errno 
SAFETY AND COMFORT ON THE SEA. 


[The Vice-President of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SocIETY, 
Rey. C. A. StoppARD, D.D., sketches in the New York Observer his 
voyage from Cherbourg to New York. The following is an extract 
from it, serving to show the advances made in travel by sea.—ED. | 


Let me sketch my recent voy- 
age. I called at the fine office of 
the North German Lloyd company 
in Paris and selected my state- 
room from a model of the steam- 
er. I was able to choose also a 
seat at the table, to engage a 
steamer chair for the voyage, to 
arrange for the transfer of my bag- 

age and to obtain railway tickets 
rom Paris to the pier at Cher- 
bourg, where I embarked for New 
York. At eight o’clock in the 
morning with other friends I en- 
tered a special train at the St. 
Lazare station in Paris; a dining 
car accompanied the train. In six 
hours we reached Cherbourg, 
where the Havel shortly afterwards 
arrived from Southampton, and 
we went on board. My luggage 


marked with the number of my 
state-room was placed there at 
once for my use and comfort dur- 
ing the voyage; the other trunks 
went into the hold, and I found 
them arranged according to the 
letters of the alphabet, on the 
dock at Hoboken after the voyage 
was ended. One steward conduct- 
ed me to my seat at a table with 
seven friends, another showed me 
my chair on deck with my name 
upon the card. My state-room 
was amidships, and was provided 
with running water, electric light 
for use at any hour of the day or 
night, with closets and drawers, 
a table for writing, a double bed, 
and beside the pillow, a hanging 
case for my watch. At seven 
o’clock each morning a servant 
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came and conducted me to a salt 
water bath, after which the room 
steward brought coffee or tea and 
biscuit. At half-past eight break- 
fast was announced by a bugle, 
and the bill of fare was as ample 
and excellent as it would have 
been at the best New York hotel. 
Then we went on deck, if the 
weather was fine, and walked, or 
read and talked, sitting under a 
roof in an easy chair and looking 
out upon the ever-changing sea. 
At half-past ten the band of brass 
instruments played for half an 
hour, and the passengers were serv- 
ed with broth, sandwiches or fruit 
as they desired. At one o’elock 
a luncheon of several courses was 
served, and at six o’clock an 
elaborate dinner with music from 
string and wind instruments was 
provided. Afternoon tea and a 
late supper were also at the call of 
those who wished them. ‘The 
meals were served in a superb sa- 
loon, the food was choice and 
fresh and well cooked. Everything 
is done for the comfort and health 
and convenience of the passengers. 
If he desired to read, there is a libra- 
ry with books in several languages 
at his disposal. If he is fond of mu- 
sic, an excellent piano is at hand. 
There is a large smoking room, 
and he can play chess, or back- 
gammon, or dominoes, or other 
games, in doors, or shovel-board 
and ring-toss on deck. If he is so 
unfortunate as to be seasick, a 
kind and careful servant will at- 
tend him, and a competent doctor 
is at his service. He can have 
meals in his room or on deck, can 
stay all day in his berth, or oc- 
cupy any public part of the ship 
that he may choose. The captain, 
the purser, the chief steward, or 
any other officer will answer his 
questions. <A chart will tell him 
each day the position of the ship, 
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and how many miles have been 
made during the past twenty-four 
hours, and he must be a most un- 
reasonable man who cannot enjoy | 
a week under such circumstances, 
unless he is seriously and contin- 
uously sick, and there are few 
who thus suffer. 

Of course, I am writing these © 
details for those who have not © 
crossed the ocean. To many they 
will seem as matters of course, 
and yet it is not many years since 
one could not cross the sea with a 
sense of security combined with 
the comforts of civilized life. The 
North German Lloyd vessels ex-_ 
cel in the comfort which they give — 
the traveler. Their boats have 
been built with this end in view. 
The rooms are large and well fur- 
nished; the decks are protected 
from rain and spray; electric light 
is provided everywhere; the sani- 
tary arrangements are of the best 
sort; every place is clean, well 
ventilated and sweet; the service 
is respectful and prompt; the ar- 
rangements for embarking and 
landing are thorough and trouble- 
saving, and the time of the cross- 
ing can be calculated with accura- 
ey and regularity. Thus, the 
Havel, in spite of heavy seas, made 
from four hundred and five to four | 
hundred and thirty miles each day, 
and leaving Cherbourg on Wed- 
nesday night, arrived at Sandy 
Hook the next Wednesday night. 
One evening during the passage 
the captain had the deck enclosed 
with canvas and decorated with 
flags, and gave the young people — 
a promenade concert and a dance; 
another evening there was a con- | 
cert in the saloon and a contribu- 
tion for the American and Ger- 
man Seamen’s Friend Societies. 
The days passed quickly, and the | 
nights more quickly still, and we 
saw no fog till we were at the 
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entrance of New York harbor. 
When I look back over my trans- 
atlantic experiences in many 
steamers of at least ten lines 
through nearly half a century, I 
am sure that I was never more 
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safe, comfortable, well served and 
rapidly transported from Paris to 
New York, than I have been this 
year by the powerful, easy and first- 
class steamer of the North Ger- 
man Lloyd fleet. 


THE LITTLE STOW-AWAY. 


* * * <¢ Would ye like to hear 
about it?” 

I eagerly assent; and the nar- 
rator, knocking the ashes out of 
his pipe, folds his brawny arms 
upon the top of the rail, and com- 
mences as follows: 

***Bout three years ago, after I 
got this berth as ’m in now, I was 
second engineer aboard a Liverpool 
steamer bound for New York. 
There’d been a lot of extra cargo 
sent down just at the last minute, 
and we’d no end of a job stowin’ it 
away, and that ran us late o’ start- 
in’; so that, altogether, you may 
think, the cap’n warn’t in the 
sweetest temper in the world, nor 
the mate neither; as for the chief- 
engineer, he was an easy-goin’ sort 
of a chap, as nothing on earth 
could put out. But on the morn- 
in’ of the third day out from Liv- 
erpool, he cum down to me in a 
precious hurry, lookin’ as if some- 
thin’ had put him out pretty con- 
siderably. 

<¢<Tom,’ says he, ‘what d’ye 
think? Blest if we ain’t found a 
stow-away.’ (Thats the name, 
you know, sir, as we gives the 
chaps as hide theirselves aboard 
outwardbound vessels, and gets 
carried out unbeknown to every- 
body). 

«¢< The dickens you have!’ says 
I. ‘ Who is he, and where did you 
find him?’ 

“¢¢ Well, we found him stowed 
away among the casks for’ard; 
and ten to one we’d never ha’ twig- 


ged him at all, if the skipper’s 
dog hadn’t sniffed him out and 
began barkin’, Such a nice little 
mite as he is, too! I could ha’ 
most put him in my baccy-pouch, 
poor little beggar! but he looks to 
be a good-plucked un for all that.’ 

“*T didn’t wait to hear no more, 
but up on deck like a sky-rocket: 
and there I did see a sight, and 
no mistake. Every man-Jack 0’ 
the crew, and what few passengers 
we had aboard, was all in a ring 
on the fo’c’stle, and in the middle 
was the fust-mate, lookin’ as black 
as thunder. Right in front of 
him, lookin’ a reg’lar mite among 
them big fellers, was a little bit 0’ 
a lad not ten year old—ragged ag 
a scare-crow, but with bright, cur- 
ly hair, and a bonnie little face o’ 
his own, if it hadn’t been so wo- 
ful thin and pale. But, bless your 
soul! to see the way that little chap 
held his head up, and looked 
about him, you’d ha’ thought the 
whole ship belonged to him. The 
mate was a great hulkin’ black- 
bearded feller, with a look that 
ud ha’ frightened a horse, and a 
voice fit to make one jump through 
a key-hole; but the young un 
warn’t a bit afeared—he stood 
straight up, and looked him full 
in the face with them bright, clear 
eyes 0’ his’n, for all the world as 
if he was Prince Halferd himself. 
Folk did say afterwards ”—lower- 
ing his voice to a whisper—“ as 
how he comed o’ better blood nor 
what he seemed; and, for my part, 
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I’m rayther o’ that way o’ think- 
in’ myself; for I never yet see’d 
a common street Harab—as they 
calls them now—carry it off like 
him. You might ha’ heered a pin 
drop, as the mate spoke. 

«©¢ Well, you young whelp,’ says 
he, in his grimmest voice, ‘ what’s 
brought you here?’ 

*“*Tt was my step-father as 
done it,’ says the boy, in a weak 
little voice, but as steady as could 
be. ‘ Father’s dead, and mother’s 
married again, and my new father 
says as how he won’t have no brats 
about eatin’ up his wages; and he 
stowed me away when nobody 
warn’t lookin’, and guv me some 
grub to keep me goin’ for a day or 
two till got to sea. He says I’m to 
go to Aunt Jane, at Halifax; and 
here’s her address.’ And with 
that, he slips his hand into the 
breast of his shirt, and out with a 
scrap o’ paper, awful dirty and 
crumpled up, but with the address 
on it, right enough. 

“** We all believed every word 
on’t, even without the paper; for 
his look, and his voice, and the 
way he spoke, was enough to show 
that there warn’t a ha’porth o’ ly- 
in’ in his whole skin. But the 
mate didn’t seem to swallow the 
yarn at all; he only shrugged his 
shoulders with a kind o’ grin, as 
much as to say, ‘1’m too old a bird 
to be caught by that kind o’ chaff; 
and then he says to him, ‘ Look 
here, my lad, that’s all very fine, 
but it won’t do here—some 0’ these 
men 0’ mine are in the secret, and 
I mean to have it out of ’em. Now, 
you just point out the man as 
stowed you away and fed you, this 
very minute; if you doan’t, it’ll 

e ,the worse for you!’ 

“The boy looked up in his 
bright, fearless way (it did my 
heart good to look at him, the 
brave little chap!) and says, quiet- 
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ly, ‘I’ve told you the truth; I ain’t 
got no more to say.’ 

‘The mate says nothin’, but | 
looks at him for a minute asif | 
he’d see clean through him; and 
then he faced round to the men, 
looking blacker than ever. ‘ Reeve 
a rope to the yard!’ he sings out, | 
loud enough to raise the dead, 
‘smart now!’ 


‘*The men all looked at each © 


other, as much as to say; ‘What — 
on earth’s a-comin’ now?’ 
aboard ship, 0’ course, when you’re 
told to do a thing, you’ve got to do 
it; so the rope was rove in a jiffy. 

«<* Now, my lad,’ says the mate, 
in a hard, square kind 0’ voice 
that made every word seem like 
fittin’ a stone into a wall, ‘you 
see that ’ere rope? Well, I’ll give 
you ten minutes to confess; and 
if you don’t tell the truth afore 
the time’s up, I’ll hang you like a 
dog!’ 

“The crew all stared at one 
another as if they couldn’t believe 
their ears (I didn’t believe mine, 
I can tell ye), and then a low 
grow! went among ’em, like a wild 
beast awakenin’ out of a nap. 

*«<«Silence, there!’ shouts the 
mate, in a voice like the roar of a 
nor’easter. ‘Stand by to run | 
for’ard!’ as he held the noose 
ready to put it round the boy’s 
neck. The little feller never flinch- 
ed a bit; but there was some among 
the sailors (big strong chaps, as 
could ha’ felled an ox) as shook 
like leaves in the wind. As for 
me, I bethought myself 0’ my little © 
curly-haired lad at home, and how | 
it ’ud be if any one was to go for to | 
hang him; and at the very thought | 
on’t I tingled all over, and my 


fingers clinched theirselves as if | 


they was a-grippin’ somebody’s — 


throat. I clutched hold o’ a hand- | 


spike, and held it behind my back, } 
all ready. | 


But | 
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*<*Tom,’ whispers the chief- 
engineer to me, ‘d’ye think he 
really means to do it?’ 

“**T don’t know,’ says I, through 
my teeth; ‘but if he does, he shall 
go first, if I swings for it!’ 

“‘Pve been in many an ugly 
scrape in my time, but I never felt 
7arf as bad as I did then. Every 
minute seemed as long as a dozen; 
an’ the tick o’ the mate’s watch, 
reg’lar, pricked my ears like a 
pin. The men were very quiet, 
but there was a precious ugly look 
on some o’ their faces; and I no- 
ticed that three or four on ’em kep’ 
edgin’ for’ard to where the mate 
was, in a way that meant mis- 
chief. As for me, I’d made up 
my mind that if he did go for to 
hang the poor little chap, I’d kill 
him on the spot, and take my 
chance. 

<‘« Hight minutes,’ says’ the 
mate, his great deep voice break- 
in’ in upon the silence like the 
toll o’ a funeral bell. ‘If you’ve 
got anything to confess, my lad, 
you’d best out with it, for ye’re 
time is nearly up.’ 

*¢<T’ve told you the truth,’ an- 
swers the boy, very pale, but as 
firm as ever. ‘ May I say my pray- 
ers, please?’ 

‘‘The mate nodded, and down 
goes the poor little chap on his 
knees and puts up his poor little 
hands to pray. I couldn’t make 
out what he said (fact, my head 
was in such a whirl that I’d hard- 
ly ha’ knowed my own name), but 
V’ll be bound God heard it, every 
word. The he ups on his feet 
again, and puts his hands behind 
him, and says to the mate quite 
quietly, ‘I’m ready!’ 

‘“And then, sir, the mate’s hard, 
grim face broke up all to once, 
like I’ve seed the ice in the Baltic. 
He snatched up the boy in his 
arms, and kissed him and burst 
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out a-cryin’ like a child; and I 
think there warn’t one of us as 
didn’t do the same. I know I did 
for one. 

“**God bless you, my boy!’ says 
he, smoothin’ the child’s hair with 
his great hard hand. ‘ You’re a 
true Englishman, every inch of 
you; you wouldn’t tell a lie to 
save your life! Well, if so be as 
yer father’s cast yer off, I'll be yer 
father from this day forth; and if 
I ever forget you, then may God 
forget me!’ 

“And he kep’ his word, too. 
When we got to Halifax he found 
out the little un’s aunt, and gev 
her a lump o’ money to make him 
comfortable; and now he goes to 
see the youngster every voyage, as 
reg’lar as can be; and to see the 
pair on ’em together—the little 
chap so fond of him, and not bear- 
in’ him a bit o’ grudge—it’s ’bout 
as pretty a sight as ever I seed. 
And now, axin’ yer parding, it’s 
time for me to be goin’ below; so 
Pll just wish yer good-night.” 


The Time to Enter Harbor. 


One afternoon as we stood near 
the Point Prim lighthouse at Dig- 
by, Nova Scotia, we saw a sailing 
vessel near the harbor entrance. 
The sky was taking on a somewhat 
dark and threatening aspect, and 
there was evident hesitation on 
the part of the officers as to 
whether it was better to proceed 
on their way or to take refuge in 
the harbor. But presently all sail 
was spread to the wind and the 
vessel passed on towards the south. 
An hour or more later a strong 
wind had sprung up; and looking 
towards the sea we saw that the 
vessel was returning. 

The entrance to the harbor is 
very narrow. Against a high wind 
there is not room enough for sail- 
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ing craft to enter in safety. Well 
knowing the danger, the only 
thing to do was to pass by the en- 
trance and then sail in a great circle 
outside. Several times they came 
around, but each time the wind 
seemed fiercer than before and the 
prospect more alarming. To add 
to their distress, the darkness of 
night began to fall upon them, 
and I shall never forget the deep 
sympathy in look and voice, as 
one, a fisherman’s wife, said, 
““God pity them. This will be an 
awful night. They cannot get in; 
- and before morning they may drift 
upon the rocks on the other shore.” 

The time for them to have en- 
tered the harbor was when the 
wind was favorable, and before 
the storm had broken upon them 
in its fury. They took too great 
a risk when they passed by so safe 
a refuge. 

Fellow voyager on the ocean of 
life, possibly just now the skies of 
eternity seem darkly lowering over 
you, and God’s Holy Spirit is striv- 
ing with timely suggestions that 
you take refuge in Christ. If so, 
then now is your time of oppor- 
tunity. That is the meaning of 
the word ‘‘opportunity ”—oppo- 
site the port. Your soul’s prompt- 
ings, the Spirit’s leadings, the 
gospel’s invitations, and a friend’s 
persuasions, are all likely the time- 
ly winds that would waft you into 
God’s eternal harbor of safety. Be 
careful that you do not check or 
resist these feelings that rise so 
unbidden in your soul. ‘They are 
plain indications that you stand 
before amost transcendent oppor- 
tunity. The thought in your 
mind is “‘I ought to become a 
Christian now.” Do it. Do it. 
It is the prompting of all that is 
highest and best in your nature, 
and is the only real wisdom. You 
cannot afford to take any risk of 
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drifting upon the rocks of spirit- 
ual ruin.— Rev. Gerard B. F. Hal- 
lock. 


—_—» + 
Show Your Flag! 


T recollect a man, an old sailor, 
who had been a great blasphemer; 
he was a regular old salt; but there — 
was no salt of grace in him, for — 
he hated religion. He heard the 
gospel, the Lord brought him to 
his knees, broke his heart, gave 
him deep conviction of sin, and 
afterwards led him to look to 
Christ and trust Him and find sal- 
vation. When this weather-beaten 
mariner came forward to join the 
church, he said, ‘‘I am come to 
get on the register, for I have got 
a new owner; I used to carry the 
black flag at the masthead. and 
there was not a timber in me but 
what belonged to the devil: I car- 
ried many a cargo and sailed over 
many a sea for him: but now I 
belong to Jesus from stem to stern, 
and I want to run up the blood- 
red flag of Christ, who has bought 
me for Hisown. I want you to 
register me under my new owner, 
and let me sail with those who be- 
long to Him.” We were glad 
enough to register him in the 
church book. The first point is | 
to get the owner,—the Lord Jesus 
—and then to own Him before all 
the world. 

You Christian sailors, wherever 
you go, show your flag! A dear 
man of God, a captain, was bap- _ 
tized here last Thursday night, 
and he told me that twenty or 
more of his crew were converted 
on the last voyage out. He said, | 
‘“We cannot make Christians of 
them, but we give them an op- | 
portunity every day of hearing | 
the gospel, and, blessed be God, 
many have found the Saviour.” | 
Captains, mind you look to your 
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crews, and don’t have their blood 
on your skirts through your neg- 
lect. If you are not captains, 
if you have any influence at 
all, carry the gospel wherever you 
go. I believe if you are nothing 
but cabin boys, you can speak a 
word for Jesus Christ, if you have 
Jesus Christ in your hearts; and 
then others will say, ‘“‘ Why, that 
boy shames us, for he loves the 
Saviour.” Though they may scoff 
at you and pretend to despise you, 
it will make a hole in their con- 
sciences, depend upon it. If you 
‘drop a match down anybody’s neck, 
he may say it isa small bit of tim- 
ber, and laugh at it, but he will 
know it is there before long. If 
you get on fire with the love of 
God, if you are placed in the com- 
pany of others, you may be very 
small and despised, but they will 
soon discover the heavenly flame. 
Only you must mind that you are 
really alight, and that the true 
fire is in your spirit; for an empty 
profession will only make religion 
a mockery.—C. H. Spurgeon, 


Oe  - 
Paying Off British Sailors 
Abroad. 


Mr. Edward Taylor, Consul of 
Dunkirk, officially reported in 
April, 1896, that “‘ The transmis- 
gion of seamen’s wages system has 
continued to work smoothly, and 
the results during the year 1895 
have been satisfactory. 

‘‘T also venture to think that 
the transmission of 55 to 60 per 
cent. through the Consulate is a 
good proportion of the cash wages 
when one considers that it is not 
sent home free of cost. Seamen 
have frequently refused to trans- 
mit on account of the charge of 
3d in the £1, and officers have of- 
ten stated they prefer to get a 
banker’s check. 
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“There is little doubt that if 
transmission and money orders 
were free of cost to seamen as at 
home, that larger numbers would 
avail themselves of the system. 
and probably transmit upwards of 
70 per cent. of the wages paid in 
cash. 

“‘There are the Consular fees, 
paid to the treasury, collected 
from the Mercantile Marine for 
the engagement and discharge of 
seamen abroad, which if used for 
the benefit of seamen would not 
be open to objection. The fee, 
which is 2s for each engagement 
or discharge, is in the first place 
paid by the shipowner, although 
half of it is deducted from seamen 
when discharged abroad. The 
amount collected at Consulates in 
this way from owners and seamen 
would be amply sufficient to ena- 
ble the transmission and money 
order systems to be worked free of 
charge to the seaman. 

“‘It is scarcely necessary to 
point out that such a plan in op- 
eration would considerably increase 
the remittances, and in fact would 
work a complete revolution at for- 
eign ports, and do more to stop the 
injurious practices of the sharks 
(too often English) who prey on 
seamen, than on anything else, ex- 
cept of course the complete pro- 
hibition of the payment of wages 
abroad, and it would indirectly 
benefit the shipowner by helping 
to raise the morale of our seamen. 

“‘ In the interest of seamen and 
their families it is to be hoped that 
the transmission of wages sys- 
tem will at an early date be ex- 
tended to the large ports of Ant- 
werp, Hamburg, and Rotterdam, 
where thousands of seamen are 
discharged from British ships. 

“‘T have again to tender my best 
thanks to The Missions to Seamen 
chaplains at Falmouth and Queens- 
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town for the great assistance ren- 
dered by them in handing trans- 
Mission notices to the masters, 
and explaining the advantages of 
the system to seamen on board 
ships which call at those ports en 
route for Dunkirk.” 


ERE NRIDEnERGas alikcalts canine 
A New Use for Tracts. 


A New England sea-captain 
made a voyage to India. While 
in port there a wealthy Malay 
merchant came on board, who ask- 
ed him if he had any tracts he 
could part with. The captain was 
surprised at such a request from a 
heathen, and asked him, 

“¢ What do you want with Eng- 
lish tracts? You cannot read 
them.” 

“True; but I have use for them 
nevertheless,” said the Malay, 
through his interpreter. ‘‘ When- 
ever one of your country or Eng- 
land call on me to trade I puta 
tract in his way and watch him. 
If he reads it with interest I infer 
that he will not cheat me. If he 
throws it aside with contempt or 
with an oath of profanity I have 
no more to do with him. I cannot 
trust him.” 

Little as this man knew of Chris- 
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tianity, he had learned that a man 
who did not reverence the truth 
of God was not careful for the 
rights of man, and was a man to 
be avoided. And he learned to 
distinguish between those who 
reverenced the things of God, and 
those for whose sake the name of 
God is blasphemed among the 
heathen, and by whose miscon- 
duct Christianity is misrepresent- 
ed and disgraced.—Zhe Armory. 


—_————> + —___ 


The Mariner’s Prayer. 


Saviour, o’er life’s troubled deep, guide- 
my helpless bark; 

Though the billows round me sweep, 
though the night be dark, 

Thou canst still the wildest sea, and the 
sleepless eye 

Can discern the course for me, and where 
dangers lie. 


May I hear Thy voice of cheer when the 
tempests rave; 

May I see Thy form appear, walking on 
the wave; 

May I feel that I’m secure, wheresoe’er, 
roam, 

Hopeful, always joyful, sure that I shall. 
reach my home, 

—Chittenden.. 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


India. 
BOMBAY, 


Mr. EF’. Woop writes on January 29: 


I am sorry not to have figures for the 
last few months’ work in Karachi to send 
to the Sammons’ Magazine; but you will 
receive the annual report in due course, 
if not alxeady received. You will see by 
this that we have been transferred to the 
seamen’s work here, 


It is too early to 


write of anything yet, as it is only a few 
days since our arrival. Shipping is very 
slack, and the plague is a great hindrance, 
It is estimated that but half the popula- 
tion of this, the second city in the Brit- 
ish Empire, remains; and also that over 
eleven thousand have died of the plague. 
The number of deaths is not lessening 


either, despite the diminished popula- 


tion. 
There are several ships in harbor, but. 
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none of the men are allowed ashore. So 
as they cannot come to us, we are going 
to them. In this our steam launch will 
be of great service, 

These poor afflicted non-Christian peo- 
ples need an interest in the prayers of 
God’s people that they may be led to the 
source of true comfort; and also that out 
of this apparent evil great good may re- 
sult to the glory of God and the extension 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. We believe 
it will be so. As for ourselves we take 
great comfort in Psalm 91 in such a time 
as this; Remember us and our work here 
among the European and Asiatic seamen 
before the throne of grace. 


Rey. H, A, Crane writes on February 
4: 


You may be sure that the remittance 
is appreciated, particularly at this time 
of plague and famine, when finances are 
very hard in India. Not less than ten 
thousand have died from the plague in 
Bombay, and five hundred thousand have 
left the city, fleeing in terror for their 
lives. Latest reports give two million 
and eighty-six thousand receiving gov- 
ernment relief from the famine. 

We are having some changes in our 
work which you will please note. Mr. 
FE. Woop, formerly of Karachi, becomes 
superintendent of the Bombay Seamen’s 
Rest in place of Rev. R, H. MappEn, who 
enters the pastorate. Mr. W. H. Dowt- 
inc becomes superintendent of the Kara- 
chi Seamen’s Rest. Our annual report is 
now in press and a copy will be sent you 
as soon as it is published. 


————— 9 


Japan. 
YOKOHAMA. 


Rey. W. T. AUSTEN writes on January 
28: 

I have much pleasure in forwarding 
you my report of work for the quarter 
ending December 31, 1896. It has been 
a very busy season, and I trust that many 
sailors have received blessing. For a 
greater part of the time Mrs. AusTEn has 
been lying very seriously ill, from two 
attacks of blood poisoning. But I am 
thankful to report that she has been spared 
to us and the work she loves so well. We 
are now having a special season of pray- 
er: first, for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, that the sailors may be brought 
to feel their need of Christ; second, for 
funds to carry on the work; third, that 
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we may be filled with the spirit for holy 
living and service. 

Number of American ships, &c., in 
port since last statement, 16, all others, 
272; religious services held in chapel, 40, 
on shipboard, 12, in hospital, 1, elsewhere, 
23; average attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 17, of others, 2; religious 
visits to hospitals, 18, on ships, &c., 666, 
in boarding-houses, 92; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 7, 9 Prayer Books and 
66 bags of reading; officiated at 2 sailor’s 
funerals; seamen’s visits to the Institute, 
2,587 


KOBE, 

Rey. G. H. Davizs writes on February 
al 

Enclosed is the statistical sheet for 
December which you sent for our Mis- 
sions to Seamen reader (Mr. J. M. Har- 
Mon) to fill in. We have to thank you 
for the sum of money granted by your 
Society towards the support of Mr, Har- 
MON in his work, which came just at the 
time when he was most needing financial 
help. The work he is doing here for the 
sailors is a most important one, being the 
only agency in Kobe for endeavoring to 
bring seagoing men to Christ. 

Much has been said lately of ‘‘ the sub- 
merged tenth” of the populations of our 
great cities, but few, comparatively, think 
of the needs of the submerged mass of 
our fellow-countrymen who do their bus- 
iness on the seas. 

In April last I was appointed to the 
chaplaincy of Kobe, as successor to the 
Rey. S. Swann. Having taken a consid- 
erable interest ani active part in_the 
Mission to Seamen work in Hong Kon 
during my three years’ residence there, 
gladly, on entering my duties here, un- 
dertook to be Hon. Chaplain and Secre- 
tary of the seamen’s work in Kobe, and 
the supervision of Mr. Harmon’s work, 
My own duties prevent me from doing as 
much for the sailors as I could wish; but 
I manage to go afloat and conduct ser- 
vice (which is always of the most inform- 
al kind) on one or two sailing ships every 
week, and I give the men a concert once 
a fortnight (this latter had to be given up 
during the small-pox epidemic, because 
the men were not allowed to leave their 
ships). 

Small though one’s efforts be, I see 
much cause for thanksgiving and _ great 
call for more prayer. Personally I can- 
not do very much during the two or three 
hours per week that I am on_board ship; 
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but’ the addresses given and the few words 
spoken to individual men, and the read- 
ing matter supplied, we hope will, by 
God’s grace, not fail to bring forth fruit 
in due season. 

» The Sailors’ Institute, of which Mr. 
Harmon is manager, is a great boon for 
the men, and their appreciation of the 
place is manifest by the numbers that 
make use of it. We have very little go- 
ing on at the Institute during the sum- 
mer months, the heat is so oppressive; 
but during the winter the men crowd 
there. 

There is one thing we have long feit 
the need of, viz., a magic lantern. Hith- 
erto we have had the loan of one which 
Mr. Swann left here; but he has just 
packed up all his effects and with them 
the lantern. I think magic lanterns are 
now generally recognized as valuable aids 
in all kinds of mission work, and special- 
ly in that among sailors; they are found 
peculiarly valuable in bringing home to 
the mind, by appealing to sense of sight, 
the facts on which our Christian faith is 
based. 

And now whilst thanking your Society 
for kindly making us a grant last year 
towards Mr. Harmon’s support, may I 
ask for an extension of the same help for 
this year. In asking this, we are not re- 
questing you to help those who are un- 
willing to help themselves. As you will 
see from the enclosed ‘‘ Accounts sheet,” 
the people of Kobe have endeavored to 
help themselves, but the whole of their 
subscriptions have to go towards the up- 
keep of the Institute. Mr. Harmon de- 
pends entirely for his support upon the 

enerosity of your Society aud that of the 
Riceins to Seamen in London, the latter 
give him about $40 (Japanese yen) per 
month, which is not nearly sufficient. 

Number of American ships, &c., in 
port since last statement, 18, all others, 
429; religious services held in chapel, 2, 
on shipboard, 27, in hospital, 1, else- 
where, 8; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 15, of others, 3; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 1, on ships, 214, 
in boarding houses, 11; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 8, bags, 74, and a 
great number of tracts. 


NAGASAKI, 


The following are extracts from the 
first annual report of this mission: 


The necessity for some such institution 
had been felt by many ever since the va- 
rious fleets have made their visits to this 
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port so much more frequent, but its ac- 
tual starting was largely due to the little 
band of men connected with the Christian 
Endeavor movement on board the U.S. 
S. Charleston. Of the seventeen young 
sailors composing the soeiety, Mr. KE. D. 
Srus—now a Baptist missionary in China 
—was the leading spirit in the movement. 

While the U. S. S. Charleston was in 
Nagasaki harbor, in 1894, the members 
of the Christian Endeavor Society came 
ashore from time to time on leave; they 
could find in Nagasaki no place to rest, 
to get meals, or lodgings, except in houses 
of ill-fame, or drinking saloons. The 
necessity of having some place of escape 
for sailors, when ashore on leave, was so 
evident that these young men of the 
Charleston determined to do all in their 
ee to establish in this port a Sailors’ 

ome, 

From the first it was the expressed de- 
sire of this band of Christian sailors that 
the resident missionaries should become 
responsible for the general oversight of 
the Home, and hence, having collected 
1,028 silver dollars, they deposited this 
money with Miss Evizapeta RvussELL, 
with the request that she and other mis- 
sionaries would push the matter. Through 
the large faith and patient perseverance 
of Miss RussELL, which was heartily sec- 
onded by the earnest efforts of the Prot- 
estant missionaries of Nagasaki, without 
regard to denomination, the successful 
inauguration of the undertaking was made 
possible. 

By November of 1895, in addition to 
the money already raised, a little over 
1,500 silver dollars had been collected 
and the refusal of Mr. Jounson’s property 
obtained. At a meeting of the British 
and American missionaries held Novem- 
ber 22, 1895, a Constitution was presented 
and adopted. In accordance with this 
Constitution the following Board of Di- 
rectors was elected: The Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Evineron, Miss Entzapeta Rvussewu, 
Miss Harriet M, Lansine, Rev. ALBERT- 
us Preters, Rav. Minton S. Varn. The 
organization of the Board of Directors 
was completed at its first meeting as fol- 
lows: The Rt. Rev. Bishop Evrineron, 

resident; Miss E. Russe, secretary; 
iss H. M Lansina, treasurer. 

The Board having been authorized to 
purchase the property at 26, Oura, did so 


on the 16th of November, 1895. The — 


total cost of the property was $3,000 in 
silver, of which $2,500 were paid in cash, 


and a mortgage of $500 in favor of Mr. — 


JOHNSON, the former owner, was given, 
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payee in six months, which mortgage 
as since been redeemed. 

The institution was formally opened 
on February 3, 1896, and there were 
about forty or fifty sailors present. The 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Evineron and the Rev. 
J. B. Fraser, chaplain of the U.S. S. 
Olympia, delivered appropriate address- 
es. ‘Tea, coffee and other refreshments 
were provided by the ladies interested. 
The Olympia’s band supplied the music 
for the evening. The opening was a suc- 
cess, and the hearts of the Charleston 
blue jackets seemed full of joy—their 
hopes were being realized. 

The Home has been abundantly used 
when the men-of-war have been in port. 
English, American, and German blue 
jackets have used the reading room and 
obtained refreshment, and the British 
and American sailors have from time to 
time filled the dormitories to overflowing. 
Its use has not been confined, however, 
to the navies. Several times merchant 
seamen from the vessels in harbor have 
availed themselves of its privileges. Men 
who have been paid off from their ships 
have resided within its walls till an op- 
portunity for a new engagement was 
given them. Some of the firms in the 
settlement have boarded the sailors, for 
whose support they held themselves re- 
sponsible. The entire number of sailors 
who have passed the night at the Home 
during the last eight months is 1,509, and 
a much larger number have visited the 
Home. ‘The record of free lodgings and 
meals has unfortunately not been kept, 
but it is safe to say that the number has 
amounted to over 200. Help has been 
impartially extended from time to time, 
aid passages have been paid for seamen 
to other ports through friends of the 
Home. ae tite 

From the opening of the institution 
gospel services have been held on Sunday 
evenings and other occasions; generally 
these have been addressed by the resident 
missionaries or visitors; sometimes they 
have been taken by the men themselves. 
The numbers have varied according to 
the shipping in port from four or five to 
thirty, and these have been sailors, not 
only from the men-of-war, but also from 
the merchant shipping in harbor, men, 
too, of different nationalities, The men 
have thoroughly appreciated these meet- 
ings, and entered heartily into the prayer 
and praise offered. It has not been pos- 
gible to visit the ships to a very large ex- 
tent, but we look forward to the time 
when that will be an important branch 


of the work. 
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{So many of our readers are interested 
in Mr. Srms, above referred to, that his 
last letter to Mr. Jonn M. Woop is here 
printed.—Eb. | 


Tar-an-Fru, China, Sept. 15, 1896. 


My dear friend and brother :—Since 
arriving at my home I have been so busy 
that I could not find half the time I would 
like to have. After travelling in the in- 
terior of China about two months [ ar- 
rived at my future home early in June, 
and after remaining here only one week 
Miss Viv1a Drivers and myself set out for 
Tientsin where we were married June 25, 
1896. We had a very nice little wedding, 
having a few friends present, among them 
were eight of my old shipmates, now on 
the Monocacy. Before we arrived home 
again it was early in July. Then we set 
to hard work on the study of the lan- 
guage, and ever since have studied six 
hours every day, and now I am able to talk 
and read in Chinese a little. 

Tai-an-fu is a very healthy location, as 
we have a large mountain just a few feet 
north of us which protects us from the 
cold in winter and gives us a recreation 
ground in summer. The mountain is 
covered with water-falls, trees, caves, 
rocks, grass, flowers, and temples. Tt is 
the sacred mountain of China and millions 
of people from all over China come here 
annually to worship the idols on the 
mountain. We are in the very hot-bed 
of idolatry and on every hand ean see 
nothing but temples, pagodas, shrines, 
images of monstrous size and hideous 
form, and monuments of departed souls. 
I have visited a few of the temples. in 
one alone I counted seven hundred and 
fifty large images—gods and demons in 
hell. Our brethren preach continually 
to the seething masses of humanity around 
us and many are hearing the gospel and 
a few occasionally are accepting Christ 
as their Lord and Master. Recently an 
old man—a paralytic—came out bravely 
on the Lord’s side, and we now have a 
few, only a few, around us, who have ac- 
cepted Christ from our preaching, 

have a very nice home, having three 
rooms in the home of Rav. and Mrs. T. 
P. Crawrorp, D.D.. who have been mis- 
sionaries in China for forty-eight years. 
The mission of which Iam a member is 
of the Baptist faith, but we work on dif- 
ferent lines from most missionaries in 
China First, we preach the gospel and 
depend on the Holy Spirit for power. We 
do not employ natives with foreign money 
to preach the gospel, neither do we sup- 
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port children in schools. These things 
tend to gathering Chinese around one, 
but does not tend to help their spiritual 
life. Again, we look to the church alone 
to carry on mission work, and by this we 
have nothing to do with any Boards, as- 
sociations, ete. We trust to the Lord to 
direct, use and support us. In our mis- 
sion we now have seventeen men and 
women. If you should wish to know 
more of our work I will ask you to write 
to Mrs. C. E. Kerr, Decatur, Ga., and 
subscribe for Our Missionary Helper. It 
costs only fifty cents a year and gives let- 
ters from all of us telling only of our 
mission work. 

1 often think about you, and pray for 
see that you may be strong in the Lord. 

herever we may be ‘‘ the eternal God is 
our refuge and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms.” I will be glad to hear 
from you. Please write to tell me all 
about yourself. My address is Tai-an-fu, 
China, care of Gospel Mission Box, Chin- 
kiang, China. 1 am far in the interior of 
China, but yet a little news from an old 
shipmate is to me a fond dream. My 
wite joins me in sending much love to 
you. 

Sincerely your brother in my Master’s 
work, EARLE D, Sims. 


a 


Argentine Republic. 
BUENOS AYRES, 


Mr. Tuos. McCarrtuy writes on Janu- 
ary 1: 

Of course the work is not all smooth at 
present. I find much to discourage me, 
but on the other hand there is more to 
encourage me. The Lord is very good. 
Sometimes when [ least expect to be re- 
ceived kindly by captain or officers, is 
just when I get the kest reception. The 
missionary with his brown bag, going 
from ship to ship, will soon be known 
round the docks. My dear wife isa grand 
help, vas the organ at our meetings, 
and Mr. Fostersoun, who sings very 
nicely, often gives us a solo. 
invaluable, I find that without the sing- 
ing the meetings often would be very 
flat; the men like singing. 

_I believe the government is soon to de- 
cide on the plot of land granted to our 
Committee, and I suppose we will soon 
the foundation stone of the new Home 

That new law (American) enforcing 
masters to pay off their men at whatever 
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port they call at, isa grand law. Would 
that same was made law in England. 
Years ago I mentioned it to the British 
Consul at Montevideo, who said it was 
impracticable. It would stop 90 per cent. 
of crimping, which under the present ad- 
ministration of the law will never be stop- 
ped; I say never and mean it; because 
there are masters who aid and abet this 
cursed traffic. I have heard some say 
they ‘‘ have never paid a man off before 
a consul yet,” they ‘‘didn’t intend to 
start now.” 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 36; attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 486, of others, 108, or an 
average of 15 per meeting; religious visits 
made to hospitals, 24, on ships, &c. 217; 
Testaments distributed, 210, tracts, &c., 


3, 
The following is an extract from the 
the last annual report: 


The committee regret that their report 
for 1895 is not so encouraging as in pre- 
vious years. 

The number of bcarders has been prac- 
tically the same as in former years, there 
having been 748 against 760 last year. 
The receipts from boarders are consider- 
ably less, amounting to $9,229 against 
$11,460 last year. Expenses, however, 
also show a decrease, being $11,194 
against $12,186. These figures refer to 
the ordinary working of the Home, and 
do not include salaries of manager and 
missionary, 

The subscriptions to the Home also 
show a decrease of $1,700, but this fall- 
ing off is partly explained by a benefit 
performance yielding $600, and a spe- 
cial donation from the landlord of the 
Home of $800 to cover cost of improve- 
ments. The number of subscribers has 
somewhat increased. 

The committee reported last year that 
they had asked a grant of land from Con- 
gress. It was found, however, that, as 
the committee did not possess legal re- 
cognition by the State, they were not in a 
Posen to ask any grant. This difficulty 

as now been got over, and the Society 
now possesses a ‘‘ Personeria juridica,” 
Special thanks are due to Mr. Ropert M, 
Ramsay and Mr. Ricwarp Pinuapo for 
a trouble in obtaining this recogni- 
ion. 

The petition is again before the Senate, 
and good hopes are entertained of a grant 
of land being made. The thanks of the 
committee are very warmly tendered to 
Commodore Howarp of the Argentine 
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Navy, who has taken the very deepest 
interest in this petition, and without 
whose personal services the petition would 
have little prospect of being dealt with 
by the present Congress. 

The financial position of the Home, 
though not so good as last year, is by no 
means unsatisfactory. On June 30, 1895, 
the funds amounted to $946.23 gold and 
$9,102.45 paper—or turned into paper at 
present rates, about $11,650. On June 
30, 1896, the position was $1,906 61 gold 
and $5,585.93 paper—or converted into 
paper at present rates, $10,730; thus 
showing a loss of $900 mn. Had the 
price of gold been as high as at this time 
last year, there would have been a gain 
rather than a loss in the financial posi- 
tion. 

The falling off is especially discourag- 
ing at present seeing that the committee 
hope to increase their savings in view of 
the need of having some capital in hand 
for erecting a building of their own in 
the near future. 

The committee have made a change in 
the religious management of the Home, 
Mr. T. McCarray having been appoint- 
ed. They have every reason to believe 
that Mr. McCarruy, who has been highly 
commended, will prove a successful mis- 
sionary, and they trust his work will 
prove a blessing to the sailors. 

From the accompanying reports of 
manager and missionary, it will be seen 
that the Home has been extensively used 
during the year. 

The committee desire to express their 
entire satisfaction with the management 
of the Home by Mr. Fostrrsoun, and 
with the way the missionary work has 
been conducted by Rev. G. P. Howarp. 

The committee trust that continued 
support will be given by all interested in 


At Ports in the 


New York. 
THE NAVY YARD. 


Mr. J. M. Woop writes on February 


28: 

This Yard presents a very desolate ap- 
pearance since the North Atlantic squad- 
ron sailed away to their manceuvres off 
Charleston. At our services we are ac- 
customed to large audiences as a rule, 
but since the fleet’s departure, and the 
dearth of men on the Receiving: ship Ver- 
mont, our meetings were slimly attended 
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the welfare of seamen, and that a deeper 
interest will be felt in the men who, in 
their hard life, deserve all the considera- 
tion that can be extended to them. 


ROSARIO, 


Mr. IF’, Ericsson writes on January 26: 


I am very pleased to say that the en- 
tertainments were well attended and I 
believe enjoyed by poor Jack, and not 
only were the expenses paid by their 
friends, but they came themselves to help 
make the evening enjoyable. The last of 
these entertainments was given by a mis- 
sion lady, Miss SzaRu, who also very kind- 
ly attends our Sunday morning service 
and presides at the harmonium. 

The last quarter mission work has been 
going on as usual. We have had few 
vessels in port, but the attendance at our 
meetings has been fair, and some haye 
determined to live a new life, and as far 
as I can see they are trying to keep their 
promise. Oae still remains among us 
and is very happy in the Lord. 

The financial state of the Home has 
been poor; we have had few sailors, some- 
times none boarding in the Home; and 
just now, when the shipping season is 
starting, things are very much the same; 
many vessels coming with cargo are leay- 
ing in ballast; other years ships came in 
ballast and left with cargo. The crop of 
wheat has failed this year in this province 
and so we have little hope for better 
times for some time to come. 

Number of American ships, &c., in 
port since last statement, 138, all others, 
115; religious services in reading room, 
66; average attendance at religious ser- 
vices, 18; religious visits to hospitals, 30, 
on ships, &c., 112; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 35, tracts, &c., 2,810. 


uy 
United States. 


during the month, but have been intensely 
spiritual. The most powerful meetings 
we have ever had here were the small 
ones, and the most blessed results have 
followed in their wake. Jesus has prom- 
ised to be in the midst when two or three 
are gathered together in His name, and 
we have found it so this month. How- 
ever small the audience, contact with 
Christ means strength and power and 
salvation, ‘That is our only aim here, to 
keep in touch with Him, to uplift Him as 
the Saviour of the world before these 
perishing brethren of ours, Long ago we 
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learned to discard any pyrotechnical dis- 
plays in our services, to eliminate all in- 
fluences that would lead away from the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world. I have invariably noticed in 
meetings where people congregate for a 
“* good time ” it always means a very bad 
time for the extension of the Master’s 
kingdom. We have in our experience 
here sounded to the depths the meaning 
of those much abused words ‘‘ enthusiasm 
and organization,” and while both are in- 
dispensable in their way, yet when wrong- 
fully used are hindrances to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, and the one word often 
means gush, self- praise and airy nothings, 
and the otber a menace to spiritual life 
and growth. 

In the month of January some fifty 
men belonging to the fleet expressed their 
desire to lead Christian lives, and as an 
earnest of their intentions signed their 
names in a book I have for that purpose, 
and I have written each one a letter of 
good cheer, praying that the written 
message may be the means of their salva- 
tion. Ina very few days the New York, 
Columbia, Massachusetts and Indiana 
are expected back here for a lengthened 
stay, and we will be glad to welcome the 
members of their crews again to our ser- 
vices. We have received a great many 
letters this month from the men of the 
navy that have filled us with joy and 
thanksgiving to God. Here are a few: 

‘*) was delighted to know that al- 
though we are far away you have not 
forgo.ten us, and I want to take this op- 
portunity to express my gratitude for the 
kindly interest you have manifested in 
our welfare. The beautiful book you 
sent me, ‘The Secret of Guidance,’ by 
Rev. F. B: Mryer, has been of great ser- 
vice in strengthening my spiritual life, 
and your services at the Yard impressed 
me greatly. I shall never forget them, 
for they have added much to my Chris- 
tian progress, and wherever I may go I 
shall always love the Cob Dock and al- 
ways remember the happy hours spent 
there in the service of Almighty God. 
You will never know in this world the 
good that has been accomplished through 
your labors, and the hearts that have 
been melted under the convicting power 
of the Holy Spirit, and the tears that 
have been shed through the sweet, ap- 
pealing voice of Mrs, Woop. Her songs 
affected me with a greater power than 
any other singer I have ever heard, ahd 
in this, I am sure, I voice the sentiments 
of all the thousands who have listened to 
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her. I do pray that God will bless and 
keep you both.” 

‘I never turn in my hammock at night 
unless [ say my prayers and ask God’s 
forgiveness for all my sins committed 
during the day, and I hope with all my 
heart that when the ship comes back to 
the Yard I will be able to stand up be- 
fore my shipmates in your meetings and 
say that I am saved.” 

“‘T don’t think I ever told you, but I 
have given up tobacco altogether. I did 
not want to tell you before I was sure. 
Now, with the help of God, I do not 
drink, smoke or chew. These appetites 
have all left me. It was a hard struggle, 
but the victory came my way in the 
strength of the Lord and the power of 
His might. I class you and Mrs. Woop 
as my best friends, and I truly appreciate 
with a grateful heart all you have done 
forme. The first time I ever saw you 
both at one of the Cob Dock meetings I 
knew you were the sailor’s friends. Your 
wife’s songs, I am sure, have been the 
means of saving many poor sailors, for 
her songs are half of the meetings; the 
toughest men delight to hear her sing.” 

** Although I have had all the advan- 
tages of a Christian home, I find I am 
sadly deficient in a knowledge of God’s 
Word, and I am trying to study the Bible 
now and humbly pray that [ may be the 
means of leading others to Christ. I feel 
keenly my ignorance of this one subject, 
and in the discussions which sometimes 
take place, and into which I am drawn, I 
would like to have the words and power 
to explain what I feel and think in a 
manner that would impress those around 
me. Still even now I believe God is 
spenslve to some of my shipmates, as 
they speak quite often of the life that now 
is and the life to come; although it is 
often brought up as an argument and 
tinged with sarcasm, still it shows they 
must be thinking of the future, and God’s 
Spirit is working within them.” 

On our regular night at the naval hos- 
pital this month we had a blessed time 
and the Master was in the midst. Seven 
sailors were in the audience, and when 
the invitation was extended the entire 
number went down on their knees before 
God, as well as five civilians in the party, 
and the Holy Spirit’s presence was felt in 
great power. 

At our last Thursday evening service a 
very intelligent Japanese brother formerly 
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in the navy, gave a thrilling testimony. 
He is fitting himself for service as a mis- 
sionary to his native country, at the 
Union Missionary Institute, Brooklyn, 
and he has such a greed for the salvation 
of his brethren that he has asked and ob- 
tained permission of the commanding 
officer to hold Sabbath p. m. services in 
this Hall especially for the Japanese sail- 
ors that may come here on various men- 
o’-war. God bless this brother in his work. 
I shall aid him all in my power. Many 
shall come from the east and west and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of heaven. 
I do not know what language we shall 
speak or what color we shall be up yonder 
in the golden city, but this one thing I 
do know, that we shall talk in the lan- 
guage of heaven, and we shall be of God’s 
color, and that’s enough for me, 


Alabama. 
MOBILE, 


Rey. R. A. Mickie writes on March 2: 


Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 11, all others, 35; 
religious services held in chapel, 8, in 
hospital, 11; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 21, of others, 
20; religious visits to hospital, 13, on ves- 
sels, 110, in boarding houses, 4; Bibles 
distributed, 4, Testaments, 22, tracts and 
numerous magazines and papers. 

Fourteen seamen requested prayer for 
themselves. One sailor, without any per- 
suasion, signed a pledge of life-long total 
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, 
all use of tobacco, and from all profanity. 
Magazines and papers were contributed 
for the reading room by Miss Kaun, Mrs. 
Jacop WALpDANER, Mrs. J. Buocu, Mrs. 
STOLENWERCK, and Messrs, C. BURKE 
and S. Rencuer; the benevolent gentle- 
man who for months past has sent his 
New York Herald to the Bethel and the 
hospital, continued the kindness this 
month; Messrs McMintan & BakRETT 
contributed a quarter of a ton of coal; 
Miss Woopgzury, of Citronelle, Mr. WAtL- 
TER FountainE, of Mobile, contributed 
twenty-five cents each, and another per- 
son gave twenty cents, these sums were 
used to relieve some pressing cases of need 
among the sailors. , 

The entertainment given by the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary for the month of February was 
well attended both by seamen and citi- 
zens, The surplus of the bountiful re- 
freshments was sent to the sick at the 
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Marine Hospital. Nineteen comfort bags 
were given by the King’s Daughters, 
These ladies never weary in well-doing, 
and the same may be said of those fam- 
ilies who contribute so cheerfully the re- 
freshments, and the many musicians and 
elocutionists who are always ready to give 
their best for the delectation of the sons 
of Neptune. The Brotberhood of St. 
Andrew continue to assist when their 
time comes in the conduct of the religious 
services. The city papers always keep 
this worthy cause before the public, and 
many are the kindly sayings in behalf of 
the Bethel from all classes and creeds. 
The Bethel choir deserves special mention 
for their aid on every occasion of deyo- 
tional service. 


——>-0-———_——_. 


Washington. 
SEATTLE, 


Rev. THomas ReExEs writes on March 1: 


I was once at Port Blakely and found 
thirteen ships there. We had a very well 
attended service in the evening, and a 
goodly number of seamen out. Business 
is still in a very depressed condition and 
mercantile men are looking blue. The 
unemployed are numerous and without 
any visible signs of relief. The cities on 
the Sound are a kind of dumping ground 
for all classes and conditions of society. 
The churches are suffering with the rest, 
We have been able so far to meet the ex- 
penses of our Bethel, but it has been by 
giving ourselves all we could to keep 
things going. 

Number of American ships in port since 
last statement, 11, all others, 10; reli- 
gious services held in chapel, 51, at Port 
Blakely, 1; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 7, of others, 40; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 4, on ships, 
&c., 46, in boarding houses, 7%. 


PORT TOWNSEND. 


Mr. C. L. Terry writes on March 1; 


The meetings (six per week) are well 
attended; almost the entire number gath- 
ered from night to night are seamen, and 
we feel we are reaching the class we are 
in the work for. Laying bare all the 
wounds made by vice and sin we point 
them to the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. Fifteen or 
more since last report have professed 
conversion; some of these dear men were 
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made very tender by the blessed Holy 
Spirit’s indwelling; a number have been 
deeply moved, but like one of old ‘‘ wait 
for a more convenient season.” 

We have purchased a folding organ for 
our work on board ships and it is proving 
a real little treasure, and helps wonder- 
fully with the singing. We expect dur- 
ing the coming summer months to do 
much work aboard vessels in our harbor; 
in the winter the high winds make it dif- 
ficult to get on board as we have only a 
small open row boat, and the bay gets 
quite turbulent. Occasionally captains, 
wishing to get rid of their men by mis- 
representation and dishonorable means, 
do not let us aboard, knowing that in us 
the sailors will have a friend. 

Our visits to the Marine Hospital are 
made regularly ; there are at present about 
forty patients. A great need of this 
splendid new hospital is a good library of 
uplifting books. Two seamen have passed 
away since last I wrote; paeny are sleep - 
ing beside the roadway with a little cedar 
board marking the place where some lov- 
ing mother’s boy waits for the tread of 
His feet. How some of the dear boys 
who have died here have longed to be 
home with mother, and how much good 
it has done them to have some one they 
could unburden their poor hearts to. 

We have a new lease on our present 
quarters, which are very desirable both 
as to location and arrangement. At 
Christmas our rooms, accommodating 
about three hundred, were filled; of this 
number nearly one-half were seamen, 

Religious services held in chapel since 
last statement, 125, on shipboard, 4, 
elsewhere, 5; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 22, of others, 
8; religious visits to hospitals, 20, on 
ships, &c., 33, in boarding houses, daily; 
Bibles and Testaments distributed, 14, 
and some tracts. 
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Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CHERRY STREET. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 


month of 
FrBruary, 1897, 


Total arrivals:i...:.ccstseseectrreecieaiie S060 83 
a 


Receipts for February, 1897, 


New HampsuHiRE. 


Rochester, Congregational Sunday 
School, for library....... 


se eceeees 0 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Andover, John F, Kimball..........+ Q 5 00 
Falmouth, Celia F. Shiverick, for des- 
titute seamen..........cessesevee . 5 00 
{ Lowell, Eliot Church, for library..... 20 00 
Southampton, Congregational Ch. 
Sunday School, of which for li- 
Lowber Ps Dagonsoo ron coe aia ciejereterersine 80 03 
CoNnNECTICOT. 


| /Enfield, First Congregational Church. 
EER Ae aah Chapel Sunday 
CHOON macencrsseecee boeSnnancobacr 


Litchfield, First Congregational Ch.. 20 10 
Meriden, Mrs. Janette A. Savage..... 1 00 
North Greenwich, Congregational 
@hurchyincicetie sere secs vost 11 00 
Stratford, Congregational Church 
Sunday School, balance for libra- 
MVeslicatcareeiterarcttraseis oreretce elelo sieje iota oe. 10200 
Wilton, Congregational Church.....- 8 00 
New YORK. 
Brooklyn, Mrs. M, L. Roberts........ 20 00 
Rev. Dr. Theo. L. Cuyler......5.« 10 00 


Far Rockaway, Rev. L. D. Calkins, 
for library in memoriam D. Os- 
bert Calkins ..... DOSEN HO 90 soe O00) 


Gravesend, First Reformed Church 32 25 
New Rochelle, Miss A.C. Pryer ..... 20 00 
The King’s Workers, for library 
WOLK sesecs siceriocsmasehate wieeeae «se 5 00 
New York City, James H. Dunham.. 100 00 
H. H. Rogers.....-. BOOP InApRCO wecce SOOO 
M. M. Stone, for two libraries, one 
to be named Morningside Library 
INO. 18ccacecteisees OS o Aecneconnabad - 4000 
Collections on board the steamers 
of the International Navigation 
Co.’s lines, received per H. G. 
Philips, cashier...... SCopowodeda 6. eck rki 
Mrs, Daniel Di Lord scs«.scavess'e coe 4 10000 
Wm. Alexander Smith.......... eee LOrdd 
D. Stuart Dodge........seccrce Acoso shih) 
Si Ve baker-sssececreene AR OEOCIODDS 5 00 
TBigtes Bu osodsqd dswiclesisitiwicssiciveles eeee 5 00 
Capt. Fownes, bark Kate F’. Troop, 
forlibrary wWoOrk...cscessnee elec 1 00 
North Tarrytown, the Christian En- 
deavor Society of First Reformed 
Church, for library...... seveusese MeCOKOO: 
Tarrytown, Sarah R. Lombard...-... 25 00 
Troy, Rev. Arthur H, Allen.......... 2 00 
New JERSEY. 
Closter, ‘‘ Outlook Club’’ in Congre- 
ational Church.....-ccsccoercee-+ 50 
‘Do Something Club”’ in Congre- 
gabtional Church cscccssinceesecees 50 
Glen Ridge, Sunday School, to refit 
TIDLArYisn voce secpucvese acececiesceee 8 00 
Madison, First Presbyterian Church. 73 13 
Newark, bequest of the late Rear 
Admiral John W. Livingston, late 
of the United States Navy, per 
Joseph W. and Isaac E. Plume, 
OXCCULOTS -cocsscesee trecevececeese D000 00 
VIRGINIA, 
Chincoteague Island, S. M. Feddeman 
and crew of Pope’s Island Life 
Saving Station... cccersccccccsses 2 00 
INDIANA. 
Rockville, Margaret Digby Rice...... 1 00 
MINNESOTA, 
Northfield, Mary Stegner....seccseeee 3 00 


$5,637 62 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY’S 
REPORT OF NEW LOAN LIBRARIES 


SHIPPED IN DECEMBER, 1896, JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1897. 


The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to 
April 1, 1896, was 10,292; and the reshipments of the same for the same period 
were 11,985 ; the total shipments aggregating 22,227. The number of volumes in 
these libraries was 541,000, and they were accessible, by shipment and reshipment, 
to 391,002 men. Ten hundred and twenty-one lrbraries, with 36,899 volumes, were 
placed wpon vessels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, and were 
accessible to 117,889 men. One hundred and fifty-two libraries were placed 
tn one hundred and fifty-two Stations of the United States Life Saving Service, 
containing 5,906 volumes, accessible to twelve hundred and forty-nine Keepers 
and Surfmen. 


DECEMBER, 1896. 


During December, 1896, ten new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms, 
These were Nos. 10,348-10,353 and 10,356-10,357, inclusive. Assignments of these 
libraries have been made as follows: 


ies By whom furnished, W here placed, Bound for. ees 
10348..Children’s Missionary Society of First. 

Presbyterian Church, Morristown, N.J. Ship Challenger......... San Francisco..... 25 
10349.. First Congregational Church and Sun- 

day Schoolof Hampden, Me...........- SiG OV URODL@ soeiel ores Melbourne. -.=t'- 24 
10350..Sara J. Bartram, of Black Rock, Conn., 

in memoriam T. W. Bartram....... Pere ** Commodore......«+ San Francisco..... 20 


10351..First Presbyterian Church Sunday 

School of New Rochelle, N. Y........+- Bark Geo. F. Mason..... Port Natal...°..... 16 
10352..Congregational Sunday School of 

Salisbury, Conn........sscsseeeeeeeeeees Ship Chas. S. Whitney... London............ 22 


10353.. Congregational Church Sunday School 
of Groton, COnn.......ssseseweerrernees “ Tillie E, Starbuck. Sydney.........+4- 29 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY’S 


Men in 
ey By whom furnished. Where placed. Bound for. Greis! 
10356..Mrs. A. M. D. Alexander, of North- 

field, Mass., as ‘‘Annual Christmas Gift 

TADTALY eiaieeaississtisteaeresineetsetdrcelal= cares Bark Mary Hasbrouck.. Wellington........ 14 
10357..Miss Rachel L. Kennedy, of New York 

City, to replace No. 10,295............08 “Obed Baxterssnr. si Australid.verec«ceomls 


JANUARY, 1897. 


During January, 1897, seven new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms. 
These were Nos. 10,354 and 10,358-10,363, inclusive. Assignments of these libraries 
have been made as follows : 

No. of 


: Men in 
Eibrary. By whom furnished. W here placed. Bound for “Crew, 


10354..Junior Society of Christian Endeavor 

of Second Congregational Church of 

New London, Conn., as ‘‘ Elizabeth ; 

Seelye Bixler Library No. 2”’.......... Ship Chas. E. Moody.... San Francisco...-. 26 i 
10358..Mount Hor Church of Rochester, N. 

Y., for the ‘“‘ Mary Miller Library’’. ... Bark Freeman........-. East London...... 18 
10359..C. H. Johnson’s Class in Payson Con- 

gregational Sunday School of East- 


hampton, Mass ........-..- SGennona. of « Shiptbucillesscccecwcestere Melbourne......... 20 
10360..Mrs. A. C. Brown, of New York City.. Sor rANCIS Marcie Port Elizabeth..... 12 
10361..Mrs. Mary C. Bemis, of Hartford, 

CONN Jaeseeie celieilesaieeeielelenetine eae sisiaise < Bark Athlon............. Stoekhohm......... 18 
10362..Missionary Society, Church of Stran- 

POTS, NOW VOD Clover Gielen tesecenlers see SS DOMIS teteeiaaii ees.-6 Port Natal.....<..0 12 
10363..Pearl Street Congregational Sabbath 

Sehool of Hartford, Conn............... Ship Com. T. H. Allen.. Japan............. 26 


FEBRUARY, 1897. 


During February, 1897, seven new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms. 


These were Nos. 10,355 and 10,364-10,369, inclusive. Assignments of these libraries 
have been made as follows: 


ee oe By whom furnished. Where placed. Bound for. yee 
10355..First Presbyterian Church Sunday 

School of East Orange, N. J....... «+». Ship Paul Revere....... Shanghai.......... 20 
10364..Mrs, Chas. E. Vail, of New York City. “Abner Coburn...... Hong Kong....... 20 


10365..Dr. W. H. Vail, of Blairstown, N. J... Bark Kate F. Troop..... 
10366..Mrs. Haunah §. Hart, of Huntsvilie, 
Ne sacetiasceecscs =o 


Sy@ney-cecesecs aes 


Wolo aieierarelsietevereielolsuesietaye B’kentine R. A. C Smith Port Elizabeth..... 12 
10367..Rev. L. D. Calkins, of Far Rockaway, 

N. Y., in name of D. Osbert Calkins.... Ship Josephus........ cee? HANNA acs .tesce NON 
10368..Congregational Sunday School of 

Southampton, Mass........ Jaen Ms 


Revere aiers MVCUCChcncieeteys eees DADAM wiercneenieeeecct Rae 


QUARTERLY LOAN LIBRARY REPORT, 


Pc: By whom furnished. W here placed. Bound for. ae 
10369..Lewis Ave. Congregational Sunday 

School Mission Society of Brooklyn, 

IN; MEG Hedeeinnconnnbeeneon eorcccce poosono Bark Plymouth....+eo.- Melbourne.......6- 18 


During February, 1897, seventeen loan libraries, previously sent out, were reship- 


ped from our Rooms, as follows: 


10,222 10,280 
10,256 
10,271 
10,277 


New libraries issued in Dec., 1896—10 Inbraries reshipped in Dec,,  1896—13 


8,385 9,696 9,860 
8,829 9,718 9,884 
9,269 9,807 9,949 
9,628 9,858 10,130 
SUMMARY. 
se oo Jan., 1897— 7 se 
66 és Feb., G3 iB 73 


=e Jan., 1897—19 
Gs Feb,, “ —17 
49 
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ages s iN FORMATION ruin a) BAWSMWe 
- LIST OF CHAPLAINS, MISSIONARIES, Etc, AIDED BY THIS SOCIETY, = 


* Swepen, Helsingborg..............+.---.-Rev, N.P. Wahlstedt. : = 
a s Stockholm....... Rees thid obs Led sbrom: 
ph se 0 Gund svall.ns .o.2 sees eevee ees ....Rey. E. Eriksson, 


Gottenborg:....s0.eeedseoccereses-Christian Nielsen. 
DENMARK, Copenhagen....ss...--05++0++- REV. A. Wollesen. 


GERMANY, Hamburg...........+...++++++.british & American Sailors’ Inst., H. M. Sharpe. 
~, BELGIUM, ADtWETP... ....00.-seeeee0e-- ADtWerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. J. Adams. 
Ivary, Genoa........ vec c eaves seseeeesse.Genoa Harbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller. 
ie PNaples. ck e¢ viol sgacececsveseeee: Naples Harbor Mission. Rev. T. Johnstone Irving. 
Inp1a, Bombay........ " oessesesenSeamen’s Rest. F, Wood, Superinterdent, 
a * - Karachi ... Bo ert ano DIOS W. H. Dowling : 
_ JAPAN, Yokohama ‘ wanwveeee REV. W.T, Austen, 
; Ss KODCGl as. cedec deeccveses cc cease J. M, Harmon. 
; “*  Nagasaki.. ; 
OuILE, Valparaiso.... .- ...-s.., -- Rev. Frank Thompson. lard, 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, Buenos Ayres... Buenos Ayres Sailors’ Home&Miss., Rev. G. P. How- 
oe Rogario...-...... Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, Capt. F. Ericsson, é 
__ Repvustic or URvevay, Montevideo..... Montevideo Sailors’ Home & Mission. 
© Mapsira, Funchal........ ae ole .........Mission to Sailors & Sailors’ Rest, Wm. Geo, Smart. 
--- GLOUCESTER, MASS... - 2.2.0 eee eee ....Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., Rev. E. C. Charlton, 
~ CONNECTICUT, New Hayen..... «oseseeee. Woman's Sea. Friend Soc’y of Connecticut, Rev. 
* New York, New York City...........-- Capt. Wm. Dollar, {John O. Bergh. 
Jay Se Brooklyn, U. 8. Navy Yard..J. M. Wood. . 
 Viremia, Norfolk.......0...- escecessee. Norfolk Port Society, Rev. J. B. Merritt. 
Nortxu Caro.ina, Wilmington........... Wilmington Port Society, Rev. Jas. Carmichael, 
~ SovuTH Carona, Charleston.......-.....Charleston Port Society, Rev. C..E. Chichester. 
» Fuoripa, Pensacola ..-. ..... Pensacola Port Society, Henry C. Cushman. 


_ Groreia, Savannah ....-.. 
ALABAMA, Mobile... --. cer eeeseeseeeee .Mobile Port Society, Rev. R. A. Mickle. 
-  Liovisiana, New Orleans..............-.. New Orleans Port Society. Rev. R. E. Steele. 


-, OrzEGON, Portland... ..2.......-+ vee... Portland Seamen’s Friend Soc’y, Rev. A. Robinson, 
: “e. Astoria.:. ...: Sea ACE ....-sehev. J. McCormac. ; 
WASHINGTON, TACOMA... . 0... cree nsec ee -Tacoma Seamen’s Friend-Soc’y, Rev. R. S. Stubbs. 
y Se “Seattle: d.cisevecee -. sv sees.8eattle Seamen’s Friend Society, Rey. Thos. Rees, 
ae Port Townsend...........-. Pt. Townsend Sea. Friend Society. C. L. Terry. 
& § Directory of Sailors’? Homes and Private Boarding Houses. 


i ; pp 

'> - Portsmovru, N. H., No. 104 Market St Seamen's Aid Society..-... James F. Slaughter. 
Boston,Mass.,.N. Sq., Mariners’ House Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y Capt. J. P. Hatch, 

j “© Sailors’ Christian Home..... Lad. Beth. Soc., N. Bennet St.George Smith. 


46 Water St... sceceecieee .. Epis. City Mission....s+..:+. John Allen, Supt. * 
«Kast Boston, 8. Mary’s House 
for Sailors, 120 Marginal St. ob bn eeeseces James M. Battles, Supt. 


- New Beprorp, Mass., 14 Bethel Court. Ladies” Br. N. 8. P. S.<.... BE. Williams. 
> New York, N: Y.. 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society - -F, Alexander, Lessee. 

Ree 52 Markeét:St-...2-3. ,. Epis. Miss. Soc. forSeamen H. Smith. a 
PHILADELPHIA, Pu, , 422 South Front St. Penn. cs oe % Capt RB. S. Lippincott. Sa 
~ Bartivors, Md., 418 South Ann Street cos--.2-eesnensercesceccneoes Miss Ellen Brown 5 


Res ue 1737 Thames St:...-. Port Miss., Woman’s Auz’ry | Capt. J.C. Abbott, Supt 


reg ; Miss Aisquith, Matron. 

| -Winmineton, N. C., Front & Doek Sts. Wilmington Port Society... —— —_ 

|, — CHarumsrton, 8..0., 44 Market St..e02. Ladies’ Sea, Friend Society Capt. H. G. Cordes. 
~ MOBILE, Ald... ..ceens codcvee rececss Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. —— — — 
- NEW ORLBANS, La....c2e.ceeseoeevooes N. O. Sea. Friend Society.. Halvor Iverson. 

, BAN FRANCISCO, Calesc..cccctesccaeceee 8. FE. Sea, Friend Soc’y.... Capt. Melvin Staples. 
“PORTLAND, OFC..s0-002ccceseeoecoeesee, Portland Sea. Pr’nd Soe’y. —— — — 
NEw HAVEN, Contece-cocccesccoeccoses Ladies’ Sea, Fried Society Rev. J. O. Bergh, Supt. 

‘ Ce f MARINERS’? CHURCH KS. ; 


ge Location. Si Aided by Missionaries. 
~ PortLAND, Mz.,Fort St.. n. Custom H. Portland Sea. Frnd Soc’y.. Rev. F. Southworth Eas 
i Boston. Mass., 332 Hanover St........ Baptist Bethel Society.....- ‘ Walter J. Swaffield eae ce 
1 eee Bethel, 287 Hanover St...».....--. Boston Sea, Friend Soc’y:.  ‘* 8. 8. Nickerson. mattis 
RE East Boston Bethel....ccessscscces MethOdist....002- vos-coeree « L, B. Bates. ’ 
ba Veen 


 GuoucEsTER, Mass., 6 Duncan St...... The McClure Chapel, Glouc- 

a ester Fishermen’s Inst... “_ E. C, Chariton. 
New BEDFORD, Mas8......--20--.4e--- New Bedford ‘Port Society. BE. Williams. 
New HAvEN, Conn. Bethel, 61 Water. Woman’s Sea. Friend Soc’y  ‘* John O. Bergh. 

New York. N.Y. Catharinec. Madison New York Port Society..-. _‘* Samuel Boult. 
: 128 Charlton Streect...s-sceseessee * |“  W..S. Branch Mr. . John McCormack. : 
34 Pike Street, E. R.... »»e. Bpiscopal Miss Society.... Rey. A R. Mansfield. 
__, 665 Washington Street. «» TheSea, Christian Ass'n... = eee ia 
- No. 341 West Street, N. R. s. Episcopal Miss. Society.... *. W. A. A. Gardiner. ~ 
21 Coenties Slip...--cccrcsccececes fe St ween _ $* Tgaac Maguire. } dae 
' ~ 26 State Street........-0.-e+e-eee- Am. Ev. Luth. Im. Miss. So. Mr. Lilja. Miss’y.. Se 

BRooKLYN, N. Y., U.S. Navy Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society... Mr. J. M. Wood. - as 
a 31 Atlantic AVEnUC....s+0s0+-.s00. New York Port Society..-.. fk 

193 9th Street, near 3rd Avenue.. Dan. Ev. Luth. Sea. Miss’n- Rev. R. Andersen. pet 


P Brie Basin.:....-scc-0+- oss-ee+, Episcopal Miss, Society.eoo- Isaac Maguire. : 
a Scandinavian Seamen’s Church, R : i ire 
haa ‘William St., near Richard St.... Nor. Luth. Sea. Missionee. + Jakob Bo. Maes 
| parmapsiPHn, Pa., c. Front & Union.. Presbyterian... sse-cco.cse “* HF. Lee, é 
Le N. W. cor. Front and Queen Sts.. Episcopal....---cccrccesee 7 Francis W. Burch. Pa 
‘|. Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist... ccccecscrscccssvees © i 
[ey Washington Ave. and Third St.... Methodist..-.cos.sc0.ss0+0* “_ W. Downey, 
ie Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. ..0-2-- ceereees cece enrreres EL N. Harris. 


-— Baurimorz,Md.,Aliceanna&Bethel Sts Seamen’s Un, Bethel Soc’y. _ “ G. W. Heyde. ; | 
+ ig No. 815 S. Broad way.oe- ccc--ere- Port Missions.» o-+ ex--eve- Mr. Kirby 8. Willis. fh aiely 
1 NORFOLK, Vaseessoseeseee ** “Norfolk Sea, Fr'nd Socty.. Rey. J ¥. Merritt. Pa 
| WILMINGTON, N, C.....--- +00 00+-+ 22+ Wilmington Port Society». “” J.Carmichael,D.D, 

“._ GuArvaston, 8. C., 44 & 46 Market 8t.. Charleston Port Society.-«» “©, F. Chichester, . ee 
| BAVANNAH, GA... coc-cvesceescoe-ve0-, AMOF. Sea, Friend Soc’y.- ‘© Hi. Iverson. = 
“ PENGACOLA, Fla.ce-co- enesee erseereee a s «"... Mr. Henry C, Cushman, 
~ Mosix Ala., espa tony eat alone S8ik Se a 14. Rev. R. A. Mickle, 

EW ORLEANS, La, Fulton and Jack- j 
ve Se rcan Streets), cocceccseees coocsceses PFESDYtOTIANee sce. cee. +++ * RE. Steele, 
Ban Francisco, Cal cs.s+ San Francisco Port Society ‘* J. Rowell. 
~ PORTLAND, OF€soe. soosee> Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y +». * A, Robinson, — 


s 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, 
“76 Wall Street, New York. : Be 


ORGANIZED, May, 1826-INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1898, 


JAMES W. ELWELL, President. 
W. C. STITT, D.D., Secretary. 


CHAS. A. STODDARD, D. D. Vice-President. 
WILLIAM Cc. STURGES, Treasurer. 


Boagp or TRUSTUES. aD) 


CHAS, A.. STODDARD, D.D..- 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York. ~ 
WM, E. STIGER, . 

5 155 Broadway, New York. 

DANIEL BARNES, 

76 Wall Street. New York, 

‘A. GIFFORD AGNEW, 

22 West 39th Street, New York. 
W. HALL ROPES, 

76 Wall Street, New Ors 
NORMAN FOX, D-D.. 

Morristown, AS Ie 
EDWARD B. CORK, D.D., LU.D., 

42 West 52nd Street, New York. 
ENOS N. TAFT, 

76 Wall Street, New York. 
JAMES W ELWELL, 

47 South Street, New York. 

. IRVING COMES, 

59. William Street, New York. 
ELBERT A> BRINCKERHOFF; 

109 Duane Street, New York. 


Fa CHARLES K, WALLACE, 


Gis Broadway, New York. 
A. G. VERMILYE v -D.,* 2 
Englewood, Node ts 


2 


' GHARLES H. TRASK, 


76 Wall Street, New York. So 
JOHN DWIGHT d 
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OBJECTS OF THE ‘SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE IT, (of the Constitution.)—“‘ The dbiject of this Society. shall ‘be to ifierous- tha 4 


social and moral:condition of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and good in thei 
behalf ; by promoting imevery port Boarding Houses of good: character, Savings’ Banks 
Register offices; Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools; and giso the ministra- ze 
tions of the Seg and other ee pees Ree! es : a 


always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given on the preceding ‘page. 


“Loan LIBRARIES.—An important part of the Society’ S$ work,, and one greatly blesced of. 
God to the good of seamen, is that of placing on board ships going to sea, libraries com: 
posed of carefully selected, instructive, and entertaining books, put, up in cases containing | 
between thirty-five and forty volumes each, for the use of ships’ officers and crews. The. if 
donor of each library is informed. when and where it goes, and 1 to whom itis s entrusted; and 

_whatever of interest is heard from it. is communicated. as far as Dobe: ‘The wholes nu: 


Pout Sate, their 541,100 volumes have “been. accessible to. oN tet that 391,088 men, Hun 
dreds of hopeful conversions at sea have been reported - as traceable to this. ‘instrumen- Ny: 
tality. A large proportion’ ofthese libraries hare-been provided by spatial contributi 
from Sabbath-Schools. Twenty dollars furnishes a library. Stas : 


“Tus Sartors’ Home, No. 190 Cherry Street, New York, is the’ property of dn: Socie leby 
and isleased: under careful, judicious restrictions. It is “unsurpassed in comfort by an 
Sailors’ Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannot. be fully estimated, 
but many seamen have there been led to Christ. -Destitute, shipwrecked seamen are pro- 
_vided for‘at the Homu, A missionary of the Society resides in the Homn, and religious. an 
temperance meetings are held daily, The Lessee receives and cares for the savings: ‘Of hig 
sailor guests and a large amount has thus been: saved to seamen and ‘their families. 3 


‘A list of the Society's periodicals will be fouaa on the second page of the cover of this 
MAGAZINE. 


